FIRST LUTHERWN CHURCH

109 West Third Avenue, Warren, Pennsylvania

Phone: 814/723-6450
Email Office: office@flcwarren.com
Website: www.flcwarren.com
The Rev. Jeffrey B. Ewing, Pastor, pastor@flcwarren.com
Jack Hemink, Minister of Music

October 18, 2026
FEAST & CELEBRATION

“ All are accepted and affirmed just as we are, with all our differences and
Loving gifts — unique children of God. No matter your race, ethnicity, gender
& AR, 4,. expression or identity, sexual orientation, physical or mental abilities,
& FE +social or economic status, we have a place for you. We commit ourselves
. to embracing the work of anti-racism, anti-homophobia, social & economic
T = justice, and environmental care. As part of the whole complex, colorful
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{fﬂ‘!h Noy spectrum of God’s creation in all its diversity we are all one in Christ!

Land Acknowledgement Statement ——
As we gather in this place, we acknowledge that we are on the Scan for online giving,
traditional lands of the Seneca Nation (Onodowad’ga:’). We E =l b E
remember that we also share this land with other parts of God'’s
good creation: plants, birds, and animals. May we be good
stewards and good neighbors.
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m Please let the lighting of the altar candles signal our time to quietly prepare our

hearts and minds for worship.
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE Arioso

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (KNEEL AS ABLE)
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,

who pours love into our hearts

and healing upon the earth.

Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith,
let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness
in the world and in our own hearts.

Creation groans from overuse.

Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love

to others.

Turn our hearts back to you.

Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.
Renew us to live as your holy people,

following the way of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Hear this good news:

We have peace with God through *+ Jesus Christ,
in whom there is no condemnation,

but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.
Receive freely this healing gift of grace.

Amen.

*OPENING HYMN You Servants of God
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Raymond Hamm
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*GREETING
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

*KYRIE
A: In peace, in peace,
A B Assistant: Congregation:
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A: For the Reign of God, and for peace throughout the world, for the unity of
all...(Refrain)

A: For your people here, who have come to give you praise, for the strength to live your
Word...(Refrain)
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GLORY TO GOD

Refrain (may be sung continuously):

Frened

e

peace to God's peo - ple  on earth
Verse 1: (Refrain hegm:]
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Lord: we ac - claim you. You are God e - ter - nal;

all - a - tion wor - sh1|'n you. \"‘_‘_""
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Verse 3: (Rcfmm Iwyns)
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God, Cre - a - tor, we praise you.
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Liv - ing God, we  wor - ship you

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE



FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 45:1-7

The prophet announces that Cyrus the Persian emperor is the one the LORD has anointed to end Israel’s exile. The
LorD makes this choice so that the whole world will recognize this LORD as the only God. Persia had a god of light
and a god of darkness; the LORD claims sovereignty over both light and darkness.

' Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, “ For the sake of my servant Jacob

whose right hand | have grasped and Israel my chosen,
to subdue nations before him I call you by your name;
and to strip kings of their robes, I give you a title, though you do not
to open doors before him— know me.
and the gates shall not be closed: °Iam the LORD, and there is no other;
?I will go before you besides me there is no god.
and level the mountains; I arm you, though you do not know me,
I will break in pieces the doors of bronze ®so that they may know, from the rising of
and cut through the bars of iron; the sun
*I will give you the treasures of darkness and from the west, that there is no one
and riches hidden in secret places, besides me;
so that you may know that it is I, the LORD, I am the LORD, and there is no other.
the God of Israel, who call you by "1 form light and create darkness,
your name. I make weal and create woe;

I the LoRrD do all these things.
A: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God

PSALM 96:1-9 [10-13] Ascribe to the Lorp honor and power. (Ps. 96:7)
9]

)4
7
)
ANV

J

I | ]
| |

M
| 108

L 1

J

s -cribe to the LorDp hon - or and power.

Xl
| 1NN

E:Z}z ?&rzlin reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year A © 2007 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.
" Sing to the LorD ' a new song;

sing to the LoRb, ! all the earth.

?Sing to the LORD, bless the name ! of the LoRD;
proclaim God’s salvation from ' day to day.

? Declare God’s glory a- | mong the nations
and God’s wonders a- | mong all peoples.

“For great is the LorD and greatly ' to be praised,
more to be feared ! than all gods. R



® As for all the gods of the nations, they ! are but idols;
but you, O LORD, have | made the heavens.
® Majesty and magnificence are ! in your presence;
power and splendor are in your ' sanctuary.
" Ascribe to the LORD, you families | of the peoples,
ascribe to the LorD hon- ! or and power.
® Ascribe to the LorD the honor due the | holy name;
bring offerings and enter the courts ' of the LoRD. R
° Worship the LORD in the beau- ' ty of holiness;
tremble before the Lorb, ! all the earth.
'O Tell it out among the nations: “The ' LoRD is king!
The one who made the world so firm that it cannot be moved will judge the peo- ! ples
with equity.”
' Let the heavens rejoice, and let the ! earth be glad;
let the sea thunder and all that is in it; let the field be joyful and all that ! is therein.
2 Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your com- ing, O LoRD,
for you come to ! judge the earth.
2 You will judge the | world with righteousness
and the peoples | with your truth. R

SECOND LESSON: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10
Most likely this letter is the first written by Paul. Paul gives pastoral encouragement and reassurances to new
Christians living in an antagonistic environment. Their commitment of faith, love, and hope makes them a model for
other new Christian communities.
! Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,

To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:

Grace to you and peace.

2\We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, constantly
® remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of
hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. * For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has
chosen you, ® because our message of the gospel came to you not in word only but also in power and
in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of persons we proved to be
among you for your sake. ® And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of
persecution you received the word with joy from the Holy Spirit, ’ so that you became an example to
all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. & For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you
not only in Macedonia and Achaia but in every place your faith in God has become known, so that
we have no need to speak about it. ° For they report about us what kind of welcome we had among
you and how you turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God **and to wait for his Son
from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath.
A: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

P: The Holy Gospel according to ...
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Congregation:
|
1 K prm— ﬁ
GIEEE = ——
ANV 8] [ J [
Y

Al-le-lu - 1a, Al-le-lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we
R |
P — \ i
s —— - —
J N
go? You  have the words of e -ter - nal
Repeat optional
WS o . pedtop
o o —
— = ——
life. Al-le-lu - il

*GOSPEL LESSON: Matthew 22:15-22

After Jesus begins teaching in the temple, religious leaders try to trap him with questions. First they ask if God’s
people should pay taxes to an earthly tyrant like Caesar.

> The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said. 850 they sent their disciples
to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the
way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one, for you do not regard people
with partiality. 1’ Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar or not?” ** But
Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? Y Show
me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. %’ Then he said to them, “Whose
head is this and whose title?” 2 They answered, “Caesar’s.” Then he said to them, “Give
therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and to God the things that are God’s.” 22 When
they heard this, they were amazed, and they left him and went away..

P: The Gospel of the Lord

C: Praise to you, O Christ!

SERMON Pastor Jeffrey Ewing
Silence for reflection may follow.



*HYMN OF THE DAY We Give Thee but Thine Own #686

*APOSTLES’ CREED
Assistant: Let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
Congregation: I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord.

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A: Here us, O God
C: Your mercy is great.

*SHARING THE PEACE
A: The peace of the Lord is with you always.
C: And also with you.



MEAL

OFFERING

An offering tray is available at the entrance of the sanctuary. For those wishing to do so, we
encourage you to donate online at flewarren.com/give. As always, thank you for supporting the
work of bringing God’s love to all people through First Lutheran!

OFFERTORY [8AM] Word of God, Come Down to Earth J.S. Bach
[11AM] Lift Up Your Voice Jay Althouse
Senior Choir

*AS THE GRAINS OF WHEAT
Sung by the congregation as the gifts are presented.
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all  c¢cre - a - tion shares this feast with you.
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*OFFERTORY PRAYER
A: God of creation,

C: you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.

All blessings are from you;

make us generous with what we have.

Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts
in service to you and in love to our neighbors,

today and always.
Amen.

*GREAT THANKSGIVING

Presider. Congregarion
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right to give God thanks and praise,

Presider: It is our duty and delight... we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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*EUCHARISTIC ACCLAMATION 2
Presider: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
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*EUCHARISTIC ACCLAMATION 3
Presider: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

Congregation
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*THROUGH CHRIST, WITH CHRIST, IN CHRIST

Congregation:
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*LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P:  Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!

C: Thanks be to God!

Congregation: Congregation or Assistant:
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Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the
you break thechains of ha - tred and
you are the way of jus-tice and
you are the way of mer-cy and

A Congregation.:
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grant us peace, grant us peace.

Text and Music: Marty Haugen:; © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc.

As Lutherans we believe that Jesus is present in the elements of communion, bringing forgiveness
and new life to all who receive it The table is open to everyone, and the gift is always given, never
taken. Simply make a cradle with your hand(s) as you receive the bread.

Gluten free wafers and grape juice are available from the ushers.
Bring them forward to be blessed by the pastor.
The response after receiving both the gift of bread and wine is “Amen.”
For those who would like to continue to celebrate in the pews, please let the usher know.
For our friends who are not celebrating communion,
simply fold your arms across your chest and receive a blessing.




COMMUNION MUSIC Word of God, Come Down to Earth #510
I Received the Living God HATT

P: May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood strengthen, keep
and unite us, now and forever.
C: Amen.

*POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE
I’'m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me #860
1. ’m so glad Jesus lifted me. I’'m so glad Jesus lifted me.
I’m so glad Jesus lifted me, singing glory, hallelujah!
Jesus lifted me.

2. Satan had me bound, Jesus lifted me.
Satan had me bound, Jesus lifted me.
Satan had me bound, Jesus lifted me, singing glory, hallelujah!
Jesus lifted me.

3. When | was in trouble, Jesus lifted me.
When | was in trouble, Jesus lifted me.
When | was in trouble, Jesus lifted me, singing glory, hallelujah!
Jesus lifted me.

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A: Sustaining God,

C: with this bread and cup,

you nourish us with mercy and abundant life.

By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world.
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love,
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.

Amen.

*BLESSING

The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus.

Amen.

The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding of the
Spirit.

Amen.

The God of grace *+ bless you now and forever.

Amen.
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SENDING

*SENDING HYMN O God of Every Nation #713
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.

Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE Trumpet Tune Raymond Hann

Please feel free to exit during the postlude
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress
Liturgies Annual License #42272.New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council
of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Today s Altar Flowers
Grven by Addy Landrio in (oving memory of her parents and brotfer.

Given by In fionor of Bonnie Miller's birthday from fer family.

Serving Today October 18 October 25
Cantor (8AM) John Beard Carolyn Worley
(11AM) Colleen Witmer Adri/Kevin Hunt

Assisting Minister (8AM) Elizabeth Dustin John Kersey

(11AM) Susan Stout

Keith Hedges

Acolyte (8AM) Jen Kersey Jen Kersey
(11AM) Olivia Hecei Allyx Hoden
Children’s Message Cynthia Klenowski Pastor Jeff
Digital Deacon Heidi Colosimo Penny LEster
Counters Randy Britton Gloria Genberg
Gloria Genberg Barb Hill
SALVATION ARMY NEEDS! o
The Salvation Army is currently in need of personal care products (soap, shampoo, 8
deodorant, etc.) Both travel and regular size products are appreciated. You can drop i :
them off at the Salvation Army or right here in our Salvation Army donation box in the - W
narthex. S

ACKNOWLEDGING MEMORIALS

We like to acknowledge honorariums and memorials to both the donors the
families of those being honored or memorialized. If you are making a donation in
honor or memory of someone outside our church roles, please include an address
for that information so that acknowledgment may be sent. Thanks!

From The
Financial
Secretary...
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PRAYER LIST
Names will remain on the list for a period of three weeks.
Names may be returned to the prayer list by contacting the church office.
Please receive permission before submitting names to be included on the Prayer List.
Prayer Requests: servicemen & women, especially Andrew Shodi, Swede Backhus,
Adam & Ben Frederick, Shane Simpson, Curtis Royek, Ty EImquist, Julie & Joey Gilman,
Hunter Feeny, Kohl Feeny, Jordan Curtis, Erik Dippold
The ongoing ministries of Warren Area Refugee Resettlement Network.

October 18: Kim Tome, Holly Schubert, Bonnie Gray, Velma Zock, Janet Wilson, Sarah Downey,
Jeff Bastow, Elaine Powers, Kia Lee, Betty Berdine, Vic Wolfe, Cara Smith, Joe Krall,
Jerry Johnson, Mariah Nowacki, Barry Seastead, Maryann Long, Jim Rapp, Linda Philhower,
Lori Lee, Roberta “Bobbi” Hessley, Sue Burke, Nicole Hall, Cody Fetzeck, Teri Granger,
Jim Berkey, Dane Reed and family, Mary Donaldson
October 11: Christopher Smith, Brooke Benton, Annabelle Hartman, Carol Stone, Mike Madigan,
Katie Silvey, Ralph Gallo, Cindy Hillard, John Morrissey, Chuck Merroth, Cathy Bertch
October 4: Larry Rambish, Alyssa Dennewitz, Ron & Lois Hart, Connie Buerkle,
Terry Pearson,Val & Nancy Condio, Brent Casey, Kristin Frick, Joel Nowacki, MaryBeth Nawrocki,
Addy Landrio, Margie Campbell, Judith Melton, Mike Doty, Freyja Nordin, Penny Lester,
Jeff White, Friends and Family of Andy Anderson

Please contact the Church Office if you, a family member or someone from

the parish is in the hospital. Help us help you when pastoral care is needed!

CARE, SHARE, LOVE. LIVE GENEROUSLY.
This is the time of year when we are asked to share our blessings

so that First Lutheran Church can continue to do God’s work .
throughout our church family, community, and worldwide. I e
Response packets were mailed last week, and we ask that you
prayerfully consider your contribution and return the response @my
card during the next three weeks. We thank you for your support
as we answer God’s call to CARE. SHARE. LOVE.

Share God’s Love with a Thrivent T-Shirt!

Thrivent has generously shared t-shirts to help spread the word about Living Generously. They
are on the tables in the narthex and you are welcome to take one (or more) of the shirts. Please
take shirts to share with others.

Care { Share +Love

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL HELPERS NEEDED
Do you like working with kids? Whether it is as a helper, substitute teacher,
or regular teacher, there are opportunities where you can serve! Please
contact Cheri Kellogg at 814-688-0640 or email her at
christianed@flcwarren.com.
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o gwec, RALLY TIME!

X 8 WET For decades (on-and-off) we’ve had road rallies at First Lutheran and
there’s a special one in the works! Part of the grant for Pastor Jeff’s

@4 sabbatical requires that the congregation do things similar to his adventures.

So, a small-scale car trip is happening! The event will be Sunday, October

18, starting at 2:32 p.m.. You’ll need a carload to follow all the directions.

We’ll start in the First Lutheran parking lot and end up... we ain’t tellin’! This event will once

again benefit Warren’s Court Appointed Special Advocates and Children’s Advocacy Canter.

These great programs help children and families navigate “the system,” particularly the judicial

system, so donations, $20 more or less, per car, will be accepted.

BREAKING NEWS...KRAUT AND COOKIE TAKE-OUT

Tuesday, October 20, 2026, beginning at 4:15ish until kraut out (or 6PMish).
Come and get and Kraut and Pork in a bag! The Kraut Krew will package

cooked kraut in hearty, single serving, sealed Ziploc bags. We will not be
supplying the scrumptious “Dirty Mashed Potatoes” with this serving, so,

S00, S000 sorry!!!

Take-out only this year!

The Benefactor is the wonderful “Christmas Cards for Cancer” program!
Questions, contact Randy B. (814.688.9147 or ranbrit@hotmail.com).Thank you, '
thank you Congregation, Volunteers, and Attendees, for your continued, loving, on-
going, prayerful, tasty support!!

COOKIE BAKERS NEEDED!
Our Sauerkraut Dinner (Tuesday, October 22) may be a bit different this
year, but it will include cookies to go! We are gathering cookie bakers
who are willing to bake for this event. Please see the sign-up sheet in the
narthex. If you can provide 2 dozen cookies (no nuts) and have them at
the church no later than Noon on October 22, it would be very much
appreciated. Questions? See Penny Lester, or phone 814-757-8449,
plester@breezeline.net. Thank you!

TRUNK-R-TREAT - OCTOBER 31

Candy donations accepted in the office

Scary times ahead as we prepare to host the annual Witness
Committee Trunk-r-Treat on Saturday, October 31, 2026 from 6-
8PM. Many already have the date on their calendars (has been
since last Halloween) and are already been planning their
“Trunks”!
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Give to God

Matithew 22:15-22

Did you hearit in foday's Gospel? "Give
to the emperor the things that are the
emperor's, and to God the things that
are God's.” Okay, what things are
God's? Have you ever thought about it2

The Bible begins with an answer to that
question. In creation God separated
light from darkness. In the light we
can see all the things God made.
Look at the pictures.

Color what you see that is new in
each frame.

'S ™ 4 A
to Caesar ( the things that ) the things
are God'’s that are
48 495 99 Sclve the math problems to the left to
+ 24 find out the order of the phrases. Look up —Sm_._._n__.._.._ Vepsp
— + 1.75 - % Matthew 22:21 if you need help.
2 9
. \ 7 . A
to Caesar
g { . y { ™
and to Give therefore Caesar's 1 2 3
God
17.50 77 100
. s 4 5 6
- 1250 77 25
|
. \ J \ A
|
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NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS MEETS

Monday, Wednesday, & Saturday at 6:30 PM

HP/Hansen Parlor; NH/Niewoehner Hall; OFH/OId Fellowship Hall,
YR/Youth Room, UC/Upstairs Classroom, SY/Sanctuary, CR/Choir Room
UCR/Upstairs Community Room, NX/Narthex, K/Kitchen, Y/Yard

Sunday, October 18

Monday, October 19

Tuesday, October 20

Wednesday, October 21

Thursday, October 22

Sunday, October 25

WEEK 2 OF STEWARDSHIP “LLIVE GENEROUSLY” CAMPAIGN

8:00 AM
9:30 AM
9:30 AM
11:00 AM
2:32 PM
3:00 PM
6:00 PM
1:00 PM
6:00 PM
6:00 PM
7:00 PM
4:15ish PM
5:00 PM
6:00 PM
6:30 PM
12:00 PM
3:00 PM
5:00 PM
5:15 PM
7:00 PM
10:00 AM
6:00 PM
6:30 PM

Communion Service (SY)

Sunday’s Cool (NH/UC)

Confirmation Class (HP)

Communion Service (SY)

Road Rally

Joe & Heather Kellogg’s Wedding Celebration (NH)
Bye Bye Birdie Orchestra Rehearsal (SY)
Mahjong (HP)

Christian Ed (NH)

Silver Winds Flute Choir Rehearsal (SY)
Council (NH)

Kraut and Cookies Take-Out
Ukrainian Bible Study (YR)

ESOL (UC)

Bye Bye Birdie Rehearsal (OFH)

Bible Study (NX)

TAP (NH)

Grief Yoga (OFH)

Handbells (SY)

Choir (CR/SY)

Prayer Shawl (HP)

ESOL (UC)

Bye Bye Birdie Rehearsal (OFH)

REFORMATION SUNDAY

8:00 AM
9:30 AM
11:00 AM
6:00 PM

WEEK 3 OF STEWARDSHIP “LIVE GENEROUSLY” CAMPAIGN

Communion Service (SY)

Sunday’s Cool (NH/UC)

Communion Service & Confirmation (SY)
Bye Bye Birdie Orchestra Rehearsal (SY)

20




