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May 19, 2020 
 
 
Dear church family: 
 
Grace, peace and health to you and yours from our Lord, Jesus Christ!  As we continue to 
move through this Easter season and into summer, both Randy and I hope this letter finds 
you well. 
 
Church council wanted to keep you up to date on decisions reached regarding our mission 
and ministry here at First Lutheran during this strange and bewildering time. 
 
Worship: Your church council met earlier this week and through a lot of prayer, discussion 
and discernment has decided we will continue to worship together on-line until the 
current restrictions are modified.  Council will meet again on June 15th (or sooner if the 
situation dictates) to discuss next steps moving forward.  This decision is in accordance with 
synod recommendations and with our whole community’s safety in mind.  Based on the 
recommendations we have studied and state guidelines, returning to worship as we know it 
will not be demonstrably any safer in the yellow phase then it has been in the red.  Our 
planning process at First will not be based solely on what is permissible by the state, but by 
what we discern as the wise and loving way to practice our faith while caring for and 
protecting our neighbor.  WARNING: be prepared for some changes in our worship practice 
once we are able to gather together in person.  There is a slight chance we will be able to go 
back to how the service was before, but there is a greater chance that there will be at least 
some (if not many!) modifications that will need to be implemented.  Your Worship and 
Music committee will be working on these as we get closer to gathering publicly for 
worship.  Please continue to lift up council as well as the Worship and Music committee as 
they monitor the situation and react.   
 

Building use: Council has decided to keep our building closed until the restrictions are 
adjusted.   We will continue to allow Narcotics Anonymous as well as our food ministries 
(school lunch site and Produce Express) access, but now is not the time to begin re-opening 
our building for wider use.   

 
(over please) 

 

11/8/19 

 

As we give, so we live. 
 
 

As we anticipate the glorious seasons of Advent and Christmas, it is also time 

for us to prepare for our church’s Annual Congregational Meeting on December 

2, 2018.  

http://www.flcwarren.com/


 
 
 

 
Tithes/Offerings: We do continue to encourage you to either mail in your commitment via the 
US Postal service, drop your envelopes off at the church (we have a mail slot right outside the 
office!)  or go on-line at our website and give to God’s work through First Lutheran.  Your 
faithfulness to First Lutheran’s mission continues to inspire us!  Thank you! 
 
Pentecost is coming on May 31st!  This is the birthday of the church when the Holy Spirit came 
down “as tongues of fire” and rested on the disciples.  It is this same Spirit that resides in us and 
guides us into a deeper faith and bolder proclamation of God’s love for all people!  Even though 
we won’t be publicly worshiping together, we still want to fill the sanctuary with red, as is our 
tradition.  We are encouraging folks to drop off red geraniums at the church and place them in 
the Reier’s cart, which will be placed just inside the parking lot entrance, from Thursday, May 
28th through noon on Saturday, May 30th.  After the Pentecost service, the geraniums will be 
planted in the gardens around the church property. 
 
Summer worship time begins on the 31st, too!  We will continue to Facebook Live our worship 
each Sunday and on Pentecost our service time will move to our summer schedule and will 
begin at 10:00 a.m.  Remember to go to the church’s Facebook page or check out our website 
later that morning to view it from there. 
 
Office Manager update: your Personnel committee is continuing the interview process with 
prospective candidates.  We anticipate hiring the new office manager to start on June 15th in 
order to transition with Alayna before she and Kyle head to Arizona (and home) in July.      
Please keep the committee, the applicants and Alayna and Kyle in your prayers  
   
As always, we continue to give thanks to God for your prayers, support and encouragement.   
We are the body of Christ.  Our mission is to love God and love people (Friends Loving Christ.  
Friends Loving Community.  First Lutheran Church.)  Continue to foster the “family atmosphere” 
we have here by connecting with one another via phone, text, letter or e-mail.  And, if you need 
to contact Pastor Jeff, Alayna, Cheri, Tom or Jack, please call and leave a message or drop us an 
e-mail.  We will be checking messages often and if you need to make an appointment to see 
any of us, please call ahead of time.  Stay safe and remember to take necessary precautions for 
the sake of the community! 
 
Shalom, 
 
Pastor Jeff   Randy Witmer 

Council President  Council Vice-President   
 
 
P.S. As you know, Synod Assembly has been cancelled for this year and we just received word 
that Lutherlyn has suspended all summer programming, which includes Confirmation Camp, to 
the 2020 season. Please add Lutherlyn and all of our Synod-wide ministries to your prayers. 
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ON-LINE SERVICES CONTINUE AT 
LEAST  THROUGH  JUNE 14TH or until 
restrictions have been modified. We hope 
you are benefitting from our new on-line worship 
experience each Sunday morning.  Parson Jack, the cantors, 

worship leaders and Denise Whipp bring at least a little normalcy in these strange times.  Our on-line 
worship service will continue to be broadcasted on our Facebook page and then transferred to our website 
later that day.  Beginning on Pentecost Sunday, May 31st, our worship will begin on-line at 10:00 a.m. 
 

THE WINE OF THE SPIRIT 
“No one puts new wine into old wineskins,” said Jesus (Luke 5:37). Drawing on this 
statement, a preacher in sixth-century Africa proclaimed in a Pentecost homily: 
“It was with good reason, then, that some people, when they heard the apostles speaking 
in every tongue, said, ‘They are filled with the new wine.’ For they had become fresh 
wineskins, they had been renewed by the grace of holiness, so that when they were filled 
with the new wine, that is, with the Holy Spirit, they spoke with fervor in every tongue. … 
"Celebrate, then, this day as members of the one body of Christ. Your celebration will not 

be in vain if you are what you celebrate, if you hold fast to the church which the Lord filled with his Holy 
Spirit.”  Fifteen centuries later, may that call still resonate with us. May we be so renewed by God’s grace 
as to be worthy vessels of the new wine of the Holy Spirit — and to share it with the world.   
 

PENTECOST IS COMING on May 31st and even though we won’t be in the 
sanctuary, we still want to fill the sanctuary with red.  We will collect geraniums to be put into 
the sanctuary from Thursday, May 28th until noon on Saturday, May 30th.  You can bring your 
geranium(s) to the church and place them in Reier’s cart, which will be just inside the parking 

lot entrance.  After the Pentecost service, the geraniums will be planted in the gardens around the church. 

 
MISSION TRIP 2020 We have about two dozen people 
planning on heading to Michigan this August to do some 
environmental work in the Huron-Manistee National Forest.   
As of this writing, the mission trip is still on!  We’ve been meeting 
with and praying for each other and the work we will be doing and 

ask you to join us in this endeavor.  We look forward to serving God’s creation with our hands! 

 
RUMMAGE SALE POSTPONED As we as a community begin to slowly 
and cautiously reopen, we will try to find a date for our annual rummage sale before 
our mission trip.  As of now, we are hoping to schedule it sometime in July.  We will 
get the word out when we will be able to collect items. 



Pastoral  Acts: 
CELEBRATION OF LIFE SERVICES: 

Frank Hodas, Graveside, March 26th 
Mickie Sadowski, Graveside, May 12th  

Rest eternal, grant them, O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 

 THE 50-40-10 INITIATIVE through the ELCA is a celebration of 
inclusion.  It was 50 years ago on November 22, 1970 that the first woman, 
Elizabeth Platz, was ordained in a Lutheran Church in America.  40 years ago, 
Earlean Miller was the first woman of color to be ordained in a Lutheran church 

body in the United States.  And 10 years ago the ELCA’s decision to Remove the Barrier to Ordination for 
LGBTQU+ individuals was adopted.  We, as a church, have come a long way in opening the doors for 
people to live and serve fully in ways that God has called them.  May we continue to break down barriers 
that exclude people and build bridges to include everyone.  Celebration services and events are being 
planned throughout our synod to commemorate these milestones.  We will keep you informed!     
 

CHURCH COUNCIL:  Jeff Granger, Emily Hecei, Rose Mary Landon, Katie 
Bimber, Elaine Crandall, Ralph Farone, Bob Gregersen, Sally Hawkinson, Keith 
Hedges, Linda Ross, Sunny Thomas, and Randy Witmer comprise First Lutheran’s 
church council this year.  Please feel free to reach out to them with thoughts, 
questions, suggestions, insights, etc...  Through you, they have been called and elected 

to be servant leaders – to guide our church family where God is leading us.  We thank them for their 
service and their leadership!  And please keep them in your prayers as they continue to discern and 
navigate these unprecedented times! 

 

STEWARDSHIP - the careful and responsible management 
of something entrusted to one's care. Although we are still not able 
to meet publicly for worship, it is our hope and prayer that you are able to continue 
giving to the work of the church through your tithes and offerings.  Remember, the 

work of the church continues, because the building is not the church – we are!  WE are doing God’s work 
with our hands.  And being good stewards of what God has entrusted us with, we continue to support 
missions and ministries through our financial gifts as well as with our time and talents here in Warren and 
around the world through the ELCA.  Remember, you can volunteer with our food ministries (Produce 
Express, school lunches) and you can give through our website, the Give Plus app (for those who enjoy on-
line banking) or you can continue to drop off/mail in your offering envelopes.  As always, thank you for 
your support of bringing God’s kingdom near!  We also recognize that some of us are experiencing 
financial hardship right now and if you are, please let your church know how we can help.    This is what 
family does.  We are all in this together! 
 

FURNITURE NEEDS:  One of our ministry partners, Love INC (In the Name of Christ), 
works with churches and organizations to help provide the basic necessities and skills people 
need to assimilate back into to society or to break out of the cycle of poverty they find themselves 

in.  Their mission is simple (and challenging): “to mobilize local churches to transform lives and communities in the 
Name of Christ. Our focus is not only addressing our clients’ immediate needs but developing a long term relationship with them 
to help them discover their God given purpose in life and restore their relationship with Christ.”  Love INC’s number one 
request is for furniture, particularly beds.  They currently have at least 11 on a waiting list. They can & will 
take used mattresses & box springs as long as they are in good condition. They have also depleted the 
furniture they had available; loveseats, couches, dressers, end tables, stoves, everything.  Do you have any of 
these items you can donate to Love INC?  If so, please reach out & speak with Cindy Dziendziel, Director of 
Call Center & Training at 814-563-3394.   



FIRST LUTHERAN BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

VBS IS STILL BEING PLANNED…As a Community VBS, we are thinking of 
the most important thing: SAFETY.  In July, we might be in the green phase but that 
doesn’t mean we will be able to go full speed.  We will still need to social distance 
ourselves and wear masks, as well as limit the amount of people in a gathering.  We will 
be having a zoom meeting on Thursday, May  21st with our community churches to 
discuss the possibilities of having it live on the Warren Community VBS Facebook 
page.  Stay tuned for more updates! 

JUNE 
 

6/2 Nickolas Brooks, Linda Philhower,  

Shelby Rhoades 

6/3       Jim & Alice Rapp (20) 

            Victor & Beth Vierra (14) 

6/4       Connie Buerkle,  Erika Stevenson 

            Ed & Bonnie Abplanalp (37) 

6/5       Nick Carr, Matt & Wendy Andersen (16) 

6/6       Curtis Dunn, Nathan Labowski, 

Diane Smith, Roger & Shelle Tubbs (28) 

            Andy & Amy Kuppertz IV (28) 

6/7       Haley Ferrie, Chuck Olson 

6/9       Chris & Caroline Check (13)  

6/10     Bill Kramer, Bill & Twila Kramer (48) 

6/11 Ed Abplanalp, Mike Cronmiller, Erica 

Littlefield,  Demeyer Pearson, Lydia 

Renninger, Barb Luce 

6/12     Brian & Melissa Marfink (21) 

6/14     John Kersey     

6/15 Denny & Vonda Hedges (63),  

Shelly Ristau 

6/16     Cole Chimenti,   Robin Kersey 

6/17     Kayla Hunter, Russell Stenstrom 

            Shawn & Shelly Ristau (15) 

6/18     Meredith McIntosh 

6/19     Easton Moore 

6/20     Lily Lindell, Sandy Wachter 

6/21 Amy Kuppertz, 

Richard & Linda Philhower (51) 

6/22     Olivia Hecei, Brandon Williams 

6/23     Brad Smith 

6/24     Nathan Britton, Jennifer Kersey, Dash Enos 

6/25     Melanie Ewing, Bob Gregersen 

6/26     Jack Hemink, Kevin & Adri  Hunt (10) 

            Don & Kate Reed (27) 

6/27     Beverly Ellberg, Jim & Denny Pearson (39) 

6/28 Charlotte Brown, Sally Hawkinson,   

            Irene Keller, Rodger Taraska 

6/30     Kyle Robb, Dick & Connie Coon (59) 
 

JULY 
 

7/1       Ron Hillard 

7/2       Eric Smith, Kevin & Amy Downey (38) 

7/4       Debbie Biel, Frances Eyler, Ruth Long 

7/6       Amy Downey, Gary & Penny Lester (47) 

Nathan & Vicki Brooks (20)   

            Craig & Kris Whitaker (41) 

7/7       Tammy Rice, Ron Stewart,  

Randy & Tammy Rice (30), Mark & Gloria 

Genberg (30), Rodger & Diane Danielson (41) 

7/8 Claire Abplanalp, Linda Jacobson, Donna 

Kavinski, Sharyn Stone  

7/9 Jerry Huber, Lynne Rich, Meg Stewart, 

Mike Taraska 

7/10     Charmaine Check, Arden Tremblay 

7/11     Erica Kridler, Alayna Robb  

7/12 Elizabeth Dustin, Jack Berquist 

7/14 Al Dennis, Bob Ewing, Scott Koerselman 

            Brian & Brianna Check (17)  

7/15     Randy Britton,  

David & Cindy DeChano (54) 

7/16     Rodger & Elaine Taraska (49) 

7/17     Carol Johnson, Ray Kavinski 

            Isabella Knupp, Todd Phillips 

            Walt & Joan Griesbach (11) 

            Nathan & Gayle Neidig (22) 

7/21     Twila Kramer, Mary Kay Young 

7/23     Karen Caldwell, Blake Ristau,  

            Darren Williams, Lindsey Kramer 

7/24     Christie Hillard, Stephanie Rowland 

            Debbie Suppa, Anthony Tridico,  

Jim Young, Meredith Hanks 

7/26     Hanna Marfink Kim Sealy, Cathy Southwell 

7/27     Virginia Siffin, Rick & Lori Eaton (35) 

7/29     Aaron & Lisa Feeney (20) 

7/30     Bruce & Kathy Davis (43)  

7/31     Don Trubic, Blaine Williams  

            Kyle & Jennifer Young (10) 
 
 



JUNE/JULY SUNDAY SCRIPTURE SCHEDULE 
Online Worship (at least as of now): 10:00 a.m.     

I would encourage you to open your bible and read the upcoming week’s scripture passages on Wednesday 

in one sitting.  Let them soak into your spirit and reflect on them throughout the week.  Look to see what 

the threads are that connect the readings together.  What themes do you see?  Our regular devotional book, 

Christ in Our Home, has readings on the week’s lectionary readings beginning on Thursday.  – PJ 
  

June 7 
Genesis 1:1--2:4a - The creation of the heavens and the earth 

Psalm 8 - How majestic is your name in all the earth! (Ps. 8:1) 
2 Corinthians 13:11-13 - Paul’s farewell to the church at Corinth 

Matthew 28:16-20 - Living in the community of the Trinity 
 

June 14 
Exodus 19:2-8a - The covenant with Israel at Sinai 

Psalm 100 - We are God’s people and the sheep of God’s pasture. (Ps. 100:3) 
Romans 5:1-8 - While we were sinners, Christ died for us 

Matthew 9:35--10:8 [9-23] - The sending of the Twelve 
 

June 21 
Jeremiah 20:7-13 - The prophet must speak despite opposition 

Psalm 69:7-10 [11-15] 16-18 - Answer me, O LORD, for your love is kind. (Ps. 69:16) 
Romans 6:1b-11 - Buried and raised with Christ by baptism 

Matthew 10:24-39 - The cost of discipleship 
 

June 28 
Jeremiah 28:5-9 - The test of a true prophet 

Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18 - Your love, O LORD, forever will I sing. (Ps. 89:1) 
Romans 6:12-23 - No longer under law but under grace 
Matthew 10:40-42 - Welcome Christ in those he sends 

 

July 5 
Zechariah 9:9-12 - The king will come in humility and peace 

Psalm 145:8-14 - The LORD is gracious and full of compassion. (Ps. 145:8) 
Romans 7:15-25a - The struggle within the self 

Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 - The yoke of discipleship 
 

July 12 
Isaiah 55:10-13 - The growth of the word to accomplish God’s purpose 

Psalm 65:[1-8] 9-13 - Your paths overflow with plenty. (Ps. 65:11) 
Romans 8:1-11 - Live according to the Spirit 

Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 - The parable of the sower and the seed 
 

July 19 
Isaiah 44:6-8 - There is no other God than the LORD 

Psalm 86:11-17 - Teach me your way, O LORD, and I will walk in your truth. (Ps. 86:11) 
Romans 8:12-25 - The revealing of the children of God 
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 - The parable of the weeds 

 

July 26 
1 Kings 3:5-12 - Solomon’s prayer for wisdom 

Psalm 119:129-136 - When your word is opened, it gives light and understanding. (Ps. 119:130) 
Romans 8:26-39 - Nothing can separate us from God’s love 
Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 - Parables of the reign of heaven 
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These petitions are offered as guides to prayer for the global, social and 
outreach ministries of the ELCA, as well as for the needs and circumstances 
of our neighbors, communities and world. Thank you for your continued 
prayers for the life and mission of this church.

1 This month has the most daylight of the year in the Northern Hemisphere 
and the least daylight of the year in the Southern Hemisphere. Give thanks 
that the gift of sunlight sustains all life on Earth and that the light of God’s 
love and truth, shining through Jesus, gives us the gift of new life, purpose 
and direction as children of God. 

2 Remember and give thanks for the influence and example of people who 
have been martyred for their faith and courageous witness in the world. Pray 
that our own boldness of faith and service will dispel the fear of ridicule, 
persecution and death.

3 Give thanks for our LGBTQIA+ siblings in Christ and ask that the Spirit 
empower us, individually and together as a church, to grow more welcoming 
and intentionally inclusive, to value the faith and gifts of all people, and 
to advocate for justice and respect for people who are marginalized and 
excluded in the church and society.

4 Remember in prayer people who depend on seasonal employment for their 
livelihoods or who live with the uncertainty and anxiety of unemployment 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. Pray that the Spirit will make us creative 
and tireless in supporting and caring for others, especially our neighbors in 
greatest need ― locally and globally.

5 Pray for God to send the Spirit into our midst and renew humanity and 
all creation.

6 In this season of storms and flooding, pray that our neighbors and 
communities will be safe and that we will stand ready to respond when 
disasters strike and leave our neighbors vulnerable, grieving and wondering 
where to begin rebuilding their lives. Give thanks for the work we do 
together through Lutheran Disaster Response bringing God’s hope, healing 
and renewal to people whose lives have been disrupted by disaster.

25 Give thanks for the creeds and confessions of our church that have 
helped us proclaim, teach and affirm our Christian faith throughout the ages. 
Pray that when we recite the creeds during worship, we will reflect on our 
membership in the body of Christ and on the truths central to our faith.

26 Ask God to help us walk in the newness of life and freedom from sin 
we have through our baptism into the life, death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ.

27 Ask for the Spirit to guide the deliberation, dialogue and work of ELCA 
members, leaders and churchwide staff as they draft a social message on 
government and civic engagement, to be presented to the ELCA Church 
Council this year.

28 Pray that every person we encounter in daily life will glimpse the Spirit 
dwelling within us ― an infectious spirit of kindness, justice, humility and love.

29 Give thanks for doctors, researchers and scientists throughout the world 
who have committed their lives to treating, preventing and eliminating 
diseases and to sharing their discoveries with the world for the health and 
well-being of all people.

30 There may be times when we feel God has forgotten us or is ignoring 
us. Pray that God will forgive us when we are weak or doubtful, and ask the 
Spirit to restore our trust in God’s steadfast love and concern.

PRAYER VENTURES
JUNE 2020

This resource may be copied and shared among members and friends of 
the congregations of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 
Contact info@elca.org for additional information. Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America, 8765 W. Higgins Road, Chicago, IL 60631-4101. 
Telephone: 800-638-3522, ext. 2458.



7 Pray that we will hear and respond to God’s call to be disciples in the 
world, just as Jesus directed his disciples to visit every nation, make disciples, 
baptize the faithful, teach the ways and commandments of God, and spread 
the good news of God’s ever-present love and mercy.

8 Ask God to comfort those grieving the loss of loved ones from COVID-19, 
and pray that we will not forget them amid our new concerns and routines 
as communities and states open up again.

9 Continue to pray for synod leaders making new plans for their assemblies 
with concern for the health and well-being of leaders, voting members and 
others. Pray that the Spirit will guide their plans and strengthen them in 
their work proclaiming the gospel, growing the church, serving our neighbor 
and doing God’s work in the world.

10 “When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the 
stars that you have established; what are human beings that you are mindful 
of them, mortals that you care for them?” With humility and joy, give thanks 
and praise to God!

11 Pray for God’s wisdom and guidance as we work together and journey 
into the future as a thriving church, spreading the gospel and deepening faith 
for all people. 

12 Take time to reflect on nature, humankind, the earth and the heavens 
above ― everything God has made ― and pray that we will stand in awe and 
thanksgiving to God, proclaiming God’s creation to be very good.

13 In the absence of summer camp programs, pray for the leaders and 
staff of our outdoor ministries as they seek new ways to sustain their 
organizations’ vitality, share the gospel and serve people of all ages in 
congregations and communities.

14 Pray that we will respond eagerly when God calls us into the world 
together as disciples to carry on the difficult work of Jesus, sharing the good 
news, caring for our neighbors in their suffering and need, bringing hope 
where there is despair and bearing God’s truth and light.

15 Thank God for opportunities to enjoy nature, whether in a wilderness 
area, urban park, community garden or forest preserve. Give thanks for 
how nature and fresh air renew us and lift our spirits, and pray that our 
neighbors with mobility challenges can get outdoors to experience and 
enjoy the blessings of creation.

16 Praise God for the work we accomplish together through ELCA Advocacy 
and for the faith-driven voice carried to our local, state and national 
leaders and legislators ― a common voice advocating attention, justice and 
compassion for those neighbors and communities whose needs and concerns 
are too often ignored or marginalized.

17 Give thanks that, by God’s grace through Jesus Christ, our relationship 
with God is restored and that we can share in the glory of God without 
uncertainty or fear.

18 Lutheran Services in America is a network of Lutheran social ministry 
organizations that connects over 300 health and human services providers 
throughout the country. Pray that we will engage with and support their 
work in serving the diverse needs of our nation’s most vulnerable people, 
from infants to elders.

19 God made us, and as God’s people we enjoy the blessings of God’s 
enduring love, faithfulness to every generation and redeeming presence. Lift 
up prayers of joy, thanksgiving and praise to God.

20 Augsburg Fortress summer music clinics provide opportunities for 
musicians to learn new seasonal music, attend workshops, participate in 
hymn festivals and more. Pray that these participants will be inspired, 
equipped and strengthened, using their musical gifts to enrich our faith 
communities and reveal the glory of God.

21 Living as children of God and followers of Christ is not always easy 
or well received by others. Pray that we will find comfort and courage in 
knowing that God abides with us, knows our every struggle and joy, and 
surrounds us with love and peace that are impossible to break or obstruct.

22 Pray for our global companions, their ministries and the people 
they serve in this time of sickness and death, economic upheaval, social 
uncertainty and slow recovery.

23 Pray for patience, comfort and courage: “O God, in the abundance of your 
steadfast love, answer me. With your faithful help rescue me from sinking in 
the mire; let me be delivered from my enemies and from the deep waters. Do 
not let the flood sweep over me, or the deep swallow me up.”

24 John the Baptist  Sometimes we think of John the Baptist as a little wild 
and fanatical in sharing the good news of the Messiah, Jesus Christ. Give 
thanks for whoever introduced you to Jesus, and pray for confidence and 
enthusiasm in sharing your faith and talking about Jesus in your own words.


