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Palm Sunday 
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With One Voice, Setting III 
 

Today, we encounter the paradox that defines our faith: Jesus Christ is glorified king and 

humiliated servant. We too are full of paradox: like Peter, we fervently desire to follow 

Christ, but find ourselves afraid, denying God. We wave palms in celebration today as Christ 

comes into our midst, and we follow with trepidation as his path leads to death on the cross. 

Amid it all we are invited into this paradoxical promise of life through Christ’s broken body 

and outpoured love in a meal of bread and wine. We begin this week that stands at the center 

of the church year, anticipating the completion of God’s astounding work. 

 
 

http://www.flcwarren.com/
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VISITORS INFORMATION 
Welcome to First Lutheran Church! 

 

 
 

 

It is wonderful to have you worshipping with us today. Please fill out visitor card 

located in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate during worship. Following 

the service, please sign our Guest Book and receive a Visitor Gift Bag from the 

Visitor Greeter in the narthex.  If you are interested in joining our congregation, 

please talk to Pastor Jeff. For more information about our loving church, please 

visit us at flcwarren.com.  
 

Children are important to us. We wish to assist them in participating in worship by 

providing them with children’s bulletins (for readers and pre-readers) that include 

fun activities to help them follow along. Please let an usher know if you would like 

one. 
 

HEARING DEVICES ARE AVAILABLE. Please talk to an usher if you are in need of 

one. 
 

LARGE PRINT BULLETINS ARE AVAILABLE. Please talk to an usher if you are 

in need of one. 
 

SUPERVISED NURSERY CARE is available for children under the age of five during 

the 11:00AM worship service. To locate the nursery, take the stairs from the narthex to 

the top floor, and the nursery is the third classroom on the left. 
 

ADDITIONAL PARKING AVAILABLE – We thank the Donald E. Lewis Funeral 

Home for providing First Lutheran Church with overflow parking during Sunday 

worship. You may enter the Funeral Home parking lot from East Street or from Third 

Avenue. 
 

OFFERING AT FIRST LUTHERAN: Give a gift to First Lutheran during worship, 

online, or through Give Plus. Download the GivePlus app or head to flcwarren.com/give 

if you are interested! If you wish to place something in the offering plate during worship, 

there are “opportunity” envelopes provided in the pew racks. 
 

Please contact the Church Office if you, a family member or someone from the parish is in 

the hospital.  Help us help you when pastoral care is needed!  Thank you. 
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE              All Glory, Laud, and Honor         arr. Craig Philips 

 

P: Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 

C: Hosanna in the highest! 

 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS        
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 

begins. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, we praise you with heart and life and voice, not only with outward 

signs such as palm branches or the occasional "Hosanna", but with lives truly turned 

towards you.  It seems so far away from this Palm Sunday from that day when you 

entered into Jerusalem with the shouts of the crowd ringing in your ears. Welcomed as a 

king, yet riding on a lowly donkey, you were greeted with cheers and acclamations, but 

soon were turned into jeers and judgment.  But from this side of the resurrection, we may 

believe that we could never have been part of that jeering crowd, but through our 

humility and repentance we admit that perhaps we could have been a part.  On this holy 

day, we worship you through our words of confession, hoping that we hear your words of 

forgiveness. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

           
 

Lord Jesus Christ, when our words and actions reflect a resistance 

in confessing you publicly as the Lord of our lives; 

Forgive us. 

When we fear that humbling ourselves would be seen by others as weakness; 

Forgive us. 

When we find ourselves glossing over the events of your passion and death  

because we have heard the story before, and forget the deep meaning of it for our  

lives; 

Forgive us.           

        

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 

his authority, I therefore proclaim to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, 

in the name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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BLESSING OF PALMS 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Let us pray, 

We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ. On this 

day Jesus entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed messiah and king by those 

who spread garments and branches along his way.  Bless these branches and we who 

carry them.  Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross, so that, joined to 

his death and resurrection, we enter into life with you; through the same Jesus Christ, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

These stanzas for Palm Sunday have been selected and translated from a much longer  

Latin poem written by a bishop who was the leading theologian in Charlemagne's court.  

They are sung to a 17
th
-century German chorale, as adapted for these words in the mid-19

th
 century. 

 The melody was used extensively by J. S. Bach. 
 

*HYMN                All Glory, Laud, and Honor               #344 

All glory, laud, and honor to you, redeemer, king, to whom the lips of children made 

sweet hosannas ring. 

1.  You are the king of Israel and David’s royal son, now in the Lord’s name coming,  our 

King and Blessed One. All glory, laud, and honor to you, redeemer, king, to whom the 

lips of children made sweet hosannas ring. 
 

2.  The company of angels are praising you on high; creation and all mortals in chorus 

make reply. All glory, laud, and honor to you, redeemer, king, to whom the lips of 

children made sweet hosannas ring. 

3.  The multitude of pilgrims with palms before you went;  our praise and prayer and 

anthems before you we present. All glory, laud, and honor to you, redeemer, king, to 

whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring. 

4.  To you, before your Passion, they sang their hymns of praise. To you, now high 

exalted, our melody we raise. All glory, laud, and honor to you, redeemer, king, to whom 

the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring. 
 

P:   Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

C: Hosanna in the highest! 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY  Ruth 2:4 
P:    Let us pray. Sovereign God, you have established your rule in the human heart 

through the servanthood of Jesus Christ. By your Spirit, keep us in the joyful procession 

of those who with their tongues confess Jesus as Lord and with their lives praise him as 

Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 
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WORD – “God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching and song.” 
The image of the servant of the Lord is one of the notable motifs in the book of Isaiah.  

Today’s reading describes the mission of the servant, whom early Christians associated with Jesus. 

Like Jesus, the servant does not strike back at his detractors but trusts in God’s steadfast love. 

First Reading: Isaiah 50:4-9a 
The servant of the Lord expresses absolute confidence in his final vindication, despite the fact 

that he has been struck and spit upon. This characteristic of the servant played an important role 

in the early church’s understanding of the suffering, death, and resurrection of Jesus. 

 
4
The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain 

the weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens— wakens my ear to listen as 

those who are taught. 
5
The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did 

not turn backward. 
6
I gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who 

pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from insult and spitting. 
7
The Lord GOD helps 

me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face like flint, and I 

know that I shall not be put to shame; 
8
he who vindicates me is near. Who will contend 

with me? Let us stand up together.  Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me. 
9a

It 

is the Lord GOD who helps me; who will declare me guilty? 

A:    The Word of the Lord.   

C:    Thanks be to God. 

Psalm: Psalm 31:9-16   Into your hands, O LORD, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5) 
 

9
Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I | am in trouble; 

  my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat | and my belly. 

 
10

For my life is wasted with grief, and my | years with sighing; 

  my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones | are consumed. 

 
11

I am the scorn of all my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, a dismay to | my 

acquaintances; 

  when they see me in the street | they avoid me. 

 
12

Like the dead I am forgotten, | out of mind; 

  I am as useless as a | broken pot.  

 
13

For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is | all around; 

  they put their heads together against me; they plot to | take my life. 

 
14

But as for me, I have trusted in | you, O LORD. 

  I have said, “You | are my God. 

 
15

My times are | in your hand; 

  rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who | persecute me. 

 
16

Let your face shine up- | on your servant; 

  save me in your | steadfast love.”  
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Christ did not act to attain status and glory but was obedient to God even to the point of death.   

Following Christ’s example, we do not seek personal status or glory but care for others as God 

cared for us in Christ’s death. 
 

Second Reading: Philippians 2:5-11 
Paul uses an early Christian hymn to help us comprehend Jesus’ obedient selflessness on the 

cross and how God has made Christ lord over all reality. The perspective of the cross becomes 

the way we rightly understand God, Christ, our own lives, and fellowship within the community of 

Christ. 
5
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 

6
who, though he was in the form of 

God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 
7
but emptied 

himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in 

human form, 
8
he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death— even 

death on a cross. 
9
Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is 

above every name, 
10

so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and 

on earth and under the earth, 
11

and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

A:    The Word of the Lord.        

C:    Thanks be to God. 
 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 21
st
 chapter.     

C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
  

Gospel: Matthew 21:1-11 Jesus enters Jerusalem. 
1
When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of 

Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 
2
saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and 

immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them 

to me. 
3
If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will 

send them immediately.” 
4
This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the 

prophet, saying, 
5
“Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you, humble, 
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and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 
6
The disciples went and 

did as Jesus had directed them; 
7
they brought the donkey and the colt, and put their 

cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 
8
A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, 

and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 
9
The crowds that 

went ahead of him and that followed were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
10

When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” 
11

The 

crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” 

P:    The Gospel of the Lord.    

C:    Praise to you, O Christ 

 
 

SERMON                                                                       Pastor Jeffrey Ewing 

Silence for reflection may follow. 

 
*HYMN OF THE DAY                 Beneath the Cross of Jesus                             #338 

1.  Beneath the cross of Jesus, I long to take my stand;  the shadow of a mighty rock 

within a wary land, a home within a wilderness, a rest upon the way, from the burning of 

the noontide heat and burdens of the day. 

2. Upon the cross of  Jesus, my eye at times can see the very dying form of one who 

suffered there for me.  And from my contrite heart, with tears, two wonders I confess:  

the… wonder of his glorious love and my unworthiness. 

3.  I take, O cross, your shadow for my abiding place;  I ask no other sunshine than the 

sunshine of his face;  content to let the world go by, to know no gain nor loss, my… sinful 

self my only shame, my glory all, the cross. 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED                                                                                                                                       

Assistant:  Please join with me in the Apostles’ Creed. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

     creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord.  

      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  born of the virgin Mary,  

       suffered under Pontius Pilate,  was crucified, died, and was buried;  

        he descended to the dead. 

   On the third day he rose again;  he ascended into heaven,  

   he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

        and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,  

   the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  

                  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   1 Timothy 2:1 

A: Our prayer petitions will end with “hear us, O God,” and you may respond at home by 

saying “Your mercy is great”. 
 

Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for the church, the 

world, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

God of mercy, awaken your church to new proclamations of your faithfulness. By your 

Spirit, give us bold and joyful words to speak, that we sustain the weary with the message 

of your redemption. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
God of mercy, quiet the earth where it trembles and shakes. Protect vulnerable 

ecosystems, threatened habitats, and endangered species. Prosper the work of scientists, 

engineers, and researchers who find ways to restore creation to health and wholeness. 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
God of mercy, drive away fear and anger that cause us to turn against one another. Give 

courage to leaders who seek liberation for the oppressed. Bring peace and hope to those 

who are in prison and those who face execution. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
God of mercy, send your saving help to all who suffer abuse, insult, discrimination, or 

contempt. Heal the wounded. Comfort the dying. Bring peace to those suffering chronic 

or terminal illness. Tend to all who cry out for relief (especially). Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
God of mercy, we pray for all who will prepare and lead worship in this Holy Week. In 

all things, show us the ways that you call us to die to self, to live for you, and to give of 

ourselves for the sake of others. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
God of mercy, when we breathe our last, you raise us to eternal life. With all your 

witnesses in heaven and on earth (especially), let us boldly confess the name of Jesus 

Christ, our resurrection and our hope. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our prayers as we commend 

them to you; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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MEAL_____________________________________ 

OFFERING  The Offering is received as the Lord’s table is prepared. 
 

We encourage you to consider mailing your normal offering to the church  
(109 West Third Avenue) or give through our website at flcwarren.com/give. 

 
 

MUSIC                                               Who Is That Man?                                 Price/Besig 

Abigail, Emily, Allison, and Elizabeth Koebley 
 

*OFFERTORY RESPONSE         We Are an Offering                     #692 
We lift our voices, we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you: we are an offering. 

Lord, use our voices, Lord, use our hands,  

Lord, use our lives, they are yours, we are an offering. 

All that we have, all that we are, all that we hope to be, we give to you, we give to you. 

We lift our voices, we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you: 

we are an offering, we are an offering. 
 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER 

A: Merciful God, receive the sacrifice of our praise and thanksgiving and the offering of 

our lives, that following in the way of the cross, we may know the joy of the resurrection; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P:   The Lord be with you.                C:  And also with you. 

P:   Lift up your hearts.                     C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.    

C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P:   It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…we praise your name and join their unending 

hymn: Congregation:  *SANCTUS 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
P: Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen world you gave 

your only Son, that all those who believe in him  should not perish,  but have eternal life. 

We give you thanks for the salvation  you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Send 

now your Holy Spirit  into our hearts, that we may receive our Lord with a living faith as 

he comes to us in his holy supper. In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus 

took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 

this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  Again, after supper, 

he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new 

covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 

for the remembrance of me.           
 

 
 
 

LORD'S PRAYER  Matthew 6:9 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
P: Whether present with us or socially isolated, Holy Communion-God’s intimate and 

ultimate love is poured out to all people through Christ. 

C:   Thanks be to God! 

 

LAMB OF GOD                    
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*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
P:     May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood 

strengthen, keep and unite us, now and forever.    

Amen. 

 

*POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE     Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross (vs. 1)     #335 

1. Jesus, Keep me near the cross, there’s a precious fountain; free to all, a healing 

stream flows from Calv’ry’s mountain.  In the cross, in the cross be my glory ever; till my 

ransomed soul shall find rest beyond the river. 

  

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

A: Merciful God, as we prepare for Holy Week, renew us in the gift of baptism, 

that we may provide for those who are poor, 

pray for those in need, fast from self-indulgence, 

and above all that we may find our treasure 

in the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING_____________________________________ 

 “God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.” 

 

BLESSING     Numbers 6:24-26 

P: May God who has called us forth from the dust of the earth, 

and claimed us as children of the light, 

strengthen you on your journey into life renewed. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor 

and give you ☩ peace. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING     Luke 7:50 

A: Marked with the cross of Christ, go forth to love and serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God.   
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #42272.New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of 

the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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HOLY WEEK WORSHIP 
 

Even though we are still socially isolating ourselves, we will continue to gather together online as 
we move through the drama that is Holy Week (and beyond).  You can find these services on the 
First Lutheran Facebook page or on First Lutheran’s website (an hour after)-flcwarren.com/worship 
 

Maundy Thursday celebrates the new commandment that Jesus 
gives us – to serve one another.  He does this by washing his 
disciples’ feet as a reminder to them that no one is above anyone 
else.  We are all called to love one another as Christ loves us.  We 
also celebrate the gift of Holy Communion by remembering the 

last supper Jesus celebrated with his friends.  Worship begins at 7:00 p.m. 
 

On Good Friday, Pastor Rebecca will join me as we narrate the 
passion story of Christ’s supposed “trial”, his suffering on the cross, 
his death, and his body being laid in the tomb.  Although it is Good 
Friday (because of Christ’s sacrifice on our behalf), it is a dark and 

sad day.  Worship begins at 12:00 p.m.  
 
The Resurrection of our Lord (Easter) celebrates just that – NEW 
LIFE OUT OF DEATH.  Jesus is alive again through God’s power 
and sharing this with the earliest witnesses to the most awesome 

miracle ever!  Worship begins at 11:00 a.m. 
 


