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Dear church family: 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ! 

Wow!  What a time we are in!  Times are uncertain (What’s next?  How 
long?) and folks can be anxious (Are there more cases coming to Warren?  

Should I go grocery shopping?  Are we going to have Easter this year?).  I know it can seem overwhelming, 
but know that God is in this with us!    

Think about God – we know that we serve a loving and faithful God who will do anything – anything – to 
let God’s children know how much God loves them.  God revealed that love to the Israelites time and time 
again by continually drawing them back to God’s self when they strayed; and God again showed this love 
to us in when he fulfilled the promise through Jesus from Isaiah: ‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has 
anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the 
blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.’ This is the good news for us today!  God 
will never leave or forsake us.  God’s love is everlasting.  This is why we sing with joy even while socially 
isolated!   

And that social isolation needs to continue – even through Holy Week.  Your church council met on 
Monday evening and made the wise decision to continue to postpone gathering together for worship 
through April 19th.  Council will meet again on Monday, April 20th to discuss our plans going forward.  
Again, just like 2 weeks ago, this was not an easy decision to make – in our hearts we want to be together, 
but in our minds (along with the scientific data, and synod and governmental recommendations) we know 
that we cannot in good conscience put people at risk by holding public worship for at least the next few 
weeks.   

So does that mean that 2020 will be the year without Easter?  ABSOLUTELY NOT!  One of the 
confirmation pastors I work with at Lutherlyn stated it this way: “Even if all churches were shut down on 
Easter…  Even if all churches for some reason were shut down never to open again…  Easter would still 
come. As even death and the grave could not hold in Jesus over 2000 years ago, nothing - not hardship nor 
dangers, not troubles nor illness, not COVID-19 nor isolation - can stop God’s resurrection power.   

Through Jesus the Christ God’s mighty resurrection power has already come into our world and continues 
to bring new life each and every day. Easter cannot be contained but will continue to break into our world 
and into our lives as surely as the sun will rise tomorrow. St. Paul wrote:   

…neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 
nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of 
God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  - Romans 8:31-39  

God’s immeasurable love has wrought the resurrection. Desiring, above everything else, to be reconciled -
reunited- with us, God in Jesus Christ suffered, died, and rose again to conquer death and all that would 
try to keep us from that holy love.  Even without gathering in person on Easter Sunday, Easter will still rise 
among us on the wings of God’s love.” (Thanks, pastor Allie!) 



And even though we are still socially isolating ourselves, we will continue to gather together on-line as we 
move through the drama that is Holy Week (and beyond).  You can find these services on the First 
Lutheran Facebook page or on First Lutheran’s homepage - flcwarren.com/worship 

We begin the week celebrating Palm Sunday on April 5th – Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem.  Jesus knows 
what’s coming (a horribly painful death on the Roman army’s most notorious torture instrument, the 
cross), and yet, still, he rides on.  Worship begins at 11:00 a.m.  If you are out grocery shopping, we do 
encourage you to stop by the church to pick up a palm on either Thursday or Friday.  We will have them in 
a container on the sidewalk by the parking lot doors for you.   

Maundy Thursday celebrates the new commandment that Jesus gives us – to serve one another.  He does 
this by washing his disciples’ feet as a reminder to them that no one is above anyone else.  We are all called 
to love one another as Christ loves us.  We also celebrate the gift of Holy Communion by remembering the 
last supper Jesus celebrated with his friends.  Worship begins at 7:00 p.m. 
 
On Good Friday, Pastor Rebecca will join me as we narrate the passion story of Christ’s supposed “trial”, 
his suffering on the cross, his death, and his body being laid in the tomb.  Although it is Good Friday 
(because of Christ’s sacrifice on our behalf), it is a dark and sad day.  Worship begins at 12:00 p.m.  

The Resurrection of our Lord (Easter) celebrates just that – NEW LIFE OUT OF DEATH.  Jesus is alive 
again through God’s power and sharing this with the earliest witnesses to the most awesome miracle ever!  
Worship begins at 11:00 a.m. 
 

Here’s the thing: we are still the body of Christ even though we cannot gather physically together.  Each of 
us can do our part to “give life” to others – through social distance (the one thing that really does save 
lives), through a call (“Hi, so-and-so, how are you and are you as bored as I am?), through an encouraging 
letter that shares your heart and Christ’s love, giving as you are able (we do encourage you to continue 
giving your offering either on-line through our webpage or by mailing it to the church), and most of all, 
through prayer – asking God to remind us that the Almighty is with us, and saying an extra prayer for 
those health care workers who are on the front lines. I encourage you to stay isolated and stay connected 
with one another and with all those facing the effects (emotionally, physically, financially) of the virus.  
Please keep checking in with one another with phone calls and if you hear of any need, please let us know.   

God is still with us!  We are growing in new and unexpected ways.  We are figuring out how to be 
together while apart.  We are being called to dwell in divine love and to share that love with our neighbors 
near and far.  That is our role as the church universal, and as individual members of Christ’s body.  God 
continually blesses us each day with light and life.  And each day we give thanks for those gifts and share 
those gifts of grace with others!  God bless you, one and all, as we look forward to gathering together again 
face-to-face! 

 

Shalom, 

Pastor Jeff 

 

SPECIAL DATES 
• Holy Week, April 5-12, 2020 

• Palm/Passion Sunday, April 5, 2020 
• Maundy Thursday, April 9, 2020 

• Good Friday, April 10, 2020 
• Easter Sunday, April 12, 2020 

• Administrative Professionals Day, April 22, 2020 
 
 



CORONAVIRUS AND KIDS 

     Greetings adults! Just thought I’d share a few thoughts with you regarding how the world is handling this scare 
and how it may affect your kids in ways you don’t realize. I don’t mean that they miss school…or don’t miss school. I 
am not referring to trying to “keep them busy” or deal with child care if you have to go to work. I am also not 
referring to cancelled activities that have to be rescheduled or time that has to be filled.   
 
      I am talking about what kids are learning from adults and their reaction to this pandemic on a daily basis. In 
reality this is a perfect opportunity to model what faith can help us get through. Just like anything however, in 
mentoring youth, we have to intentionally make sure they understand our reactions, fears and frustrations. More 
importantly we need to make sure they know exactly how we deal with it.    
 
     We often underestimate the effect of traumatic experiences on children. We claim “they are resilient” and to some 
extent they are, but more importantly than on the outside being visibly resilient our kids are learning every day from 
the adults in their lives what appropriate responses to trauma are. This pandemic is trauma. We usually think of 
trauma as a death, a bad accident, a loss of some type but trauma is any event that creates anxiety. This “new 
normal” is traumatic to us all and not going to school anymore is a trauma. It is a negative unexpected event that will 
change their lives.  It’s not a snow day. It’s an unknown length of time in which they were suddenly torn from their 
social networks, their regular meals ( in many cases), their support network at school and formal learning. While on 
many levels the inconvenience is annoying and heartbreaking there are deep seeded implications for kids.   
     
     The hope of the church is that we will all realize that in times of trauma faith becomes so important. It should be 
important in times of celebration and appreciation as well but we really emotionally rely on faith more when the 
going gets tough.  
   
     Pandemic sermons speak of worry being replaced by reliance on God’s involvement and support in our lives, 
serving others to help us realize our own ability to do God’s work, understanding that we are not alone even in the 
lowest of low times. As adults raised in faith, exposed to faith and reliant on faith we are constantly reassured.   

     The important thing now if you are a parent or a caregiver or an influence on youth in any way is to model a 
healthy approach and remind them that faith is what will get us through this time. Honestly ( no offense to Pastor 
Jeff) but they don’t get out of sermons what we do as adults. Instead they learn from us.. And maybe a simplified, to 
the point and honest sermon.  Our reactions to situations are studied by those youth and make an imprint so that 
when they face future trauma they will draw from your examples as they grew up. Take time to have conversations 
with your kids about this and encourage prayer and intentional support to others. Explain that going to church has 
built that faith that will help you get through this. Remind your kids that every day is a miracle from God and there 
are often imperfections in those miracles.  

    When these times happen we depend on our belief that we are not alone even when we “social distance”. God is 
everywhere in everything. He presents himself in both problems and solutions to be a guiding force if we pray and 
reflect on doing things as he has intended for us as human beings.   

     So the real to the point message here is: Take a minute to connect God and his presence to this pandemic and the 
situations kids are experiencing. Remind them that God has created a huge great big world for us to soak up lots of 
experiences and his love is in all of them so now is a time we just need to be creative with our time by learning at 
home, playing unstructured games instead of organized sports and giving to others in any way we can, whether it’s 
sharing with your siblings, writing a note to a grandparent or just listening to each other.   

     I encourage you to get your kids to church. First Lutheran offers such a huge variety of youth activities … 
(including awesome children’s sermons that some very creative people give every Sunday ;-). I cling to the memories 
of my childhood church experiences.. The smells, the donuts, the Sunday school chaos. I claimed I didn’t like going 
but my parents were pretty adamant that it was the Sunday thing to do. I have changed denominations since then, 
tried different styles of worship since then and forced my own children to participate in church since then and I am 
SO GRATEFUL that Paul and Ruth made me go to church back in the 70’s. I worry about youth attendance… and 
know society pulls us so many different directions now. If you don’t bring your kids right now, start a once a month 
tradition at least and maybe that will grow as they start to have some positive experiences. And… it will be good for 
you to. Hang in there , stay virus free and depend on your faith. It’s free. 
 

Lisa Royek 



CONFIRMATION CAMP PARENTS MEETING, SENIOR FELLOWSHIP, THE MISSION TRIP 

MEETING, ASSISTED LIVING WORSHIP SERVICES,  HOLIDAY MEALS AND ALL OTHER 

GATHERINGS & COMMITTEE MEETINGS ARE EITHER POSTPONED OR WILL BE MEETING 

ONLINE OR OVER THE PHONE. 

 
RECONCILING IN CHRIST TASKFORCE UPDATE:  

Thanks for your participation in our bible study last month- that seems so long ago 
now, doesn’t it?! We hope you found it helpful as we continue our journey in 

welcoming all people into our church family.  The next step the taskforce will be 
working on is a welcome statement – letting all people know that First Lutheran is a 

safe and accepting place to worship, share, and be cared for.  Once the taskforce crafts the 
statement, we will have a congregational meeting for its approval as well as the Reconciling in Christ 
congregational designation.  Thank you for your input into this important work!  If you have any 
questions, comments or suggestions, please feel free to touch base with a member of the taskforce: Ralph 
Farone, John Schwone, Kris Whitaker, Don Reed, Mary Worley, Sally Hawkinson, Sandy Wachter and 
Pastor Jeff.   

 
FROM DEATH TO LIFE: 

My life is like a faded leaf, My harvest dwindled to a husk: 
Truly my life is void and brief And tedious in the barren dusk; 
My life is like a frozen thing, No bud nor greenness can I see: 

Yet rise it shall — the sap of Spring; O Jesus, rise in me. 
—Christina Rossetti 

 

THE 50-40-10 INITIATIVE through the ELCA is a celebration of inclusion.  It 
was 50 years ago on November 22, 1970 that the first woman, Elizabeth Platz, 
was ordained in a Lutheran Church in America.  40 years ago, Earlean Miller 
was the first woman of color to be ordained in a Lutheran church body in the 
United States.  And 10 years ago the ELCA’s decision to Remove the Barrier to 

Ordination for LGBTQU+ individuals was adopted.  We, as a church, have come a long way in opening the 
doors for people to live and serve fully in ways that God has called them.  May we continue to break down 
barriers that exclude people and build bridges to include everyone.     

 
Pastoral  Acts: 

CELEBRATION OF LIFE SERVICES: 
Frank Hodas, March 26, 2020 

Rest eternal, grant her, O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon her. 
 

 
HELPING OUR CHILDREN-EASTER EGG CHALLENGE Please help Social Ministry fill 
Easter eggs with coins during Lent to supply needy students at the Warren Area Elementary 
Center. Please continue to collect your change as able and remember to bring your egg(s) in 
once we again begin worshiping together. Thank you for being part of First Lutheran Church’s 
commitment to “Helping our Children.”  

  

We ask that you keep faithfully making your offering to the Lord. You are encouraged to  
consider what you would normally give each Sunday and make that same offering through 
the mail or through our website, www.flcwarren.com,  by clicking on the “Give” tab at the 
top of the page.  We would very much appreciate this, as we have had a very positive first 
two months of giving for January and February. Thank you in advance! 

http://www.flcwarren.com/


 ALL THINGS IN COMMON: Uncle Marty says: Just as the bread is made out of many 
grains ground and mixed together, and out of the bodies of many grains there comes the 
body of one bread, in which each grain loses its form and body and takes upon itself the 

common body of the bread; and just as the drops of wine, in losing their own form, become the body of one 
common wine and drink — so it is and should be with us. …  Through the interchange of [Christ’s] 
blessings and our misfortunes, we become one loaf, one bread, one body, one drink, and have all things in 
common.  —Martin Luther, Treatise on the Blessed Sacrament 

Jeff Granger, Emily Hecei, Rose Mary Landon, Katie Bimber, Elaine Crandall, Ralph 
Farone, Bob Gregersen, Sally Hawkinson, Keith Hedges, Linda Ross, Sunny Thomas, 
and Randy Witmer comprise First Lutheran’s church council this year.  Please feel free to 
reach out to them with thoughts, questions, suggestions, insights, etc...  Through you, they 

have been called and elected to be servant leaders – to guide our church family where God is leading us.  
We thank them for their service and their leadership, especially during these trying times. 
 

 
“Spring shows what God can do with a drab and dirty world.” — Virgil A. Kraft 

 
 

COUNCIL MINUTES FOR MARCH’S MEETINGS 

3/16/2020 

*Next step for the RIC Taskforce will be to make a welcome statement.  Then bring it to  
Council, if approved from Council then it will go to a congregational meeting.  

*Council has been updating the Constitution a couple chapters each month. 
*Council made some hard discussions to cancel Sunday church services, meetings, bible studies, and 
events for two weeks because of the COVID-19.   

3/30/2020 
*Council has decided to wisely postpone worship services and gatherings until at least April 20th, when 
they will reconvene to discuss steps going forward.  
*The church office will send out notices of this decision via email, Facebook, website, and the Lantern. 

 
 DID YOU KNOW…..FLC has adopted a highway!! We have adopted a 2-mile section 
starting at 7th Ave. North to Jackson Run Rd. For those who have already signed up, please 
add your cell phone number to the sign-up sheet in the Narthex in case we need to cancel 
due to weather. We will let you know when our first cleanup will be! 

  

 
“Easter is a time when God turned the inevitability of death into the invincibility of life.” – Lounsbrough 

 
 

SUNDAY’S COOL IS ON HOLD BECAUSE OF COVID-19, BUT GOD SS STILL 
CALLING, ARE YOU ANSWERING?  April is a very important month.  April 9th is Maundy 
Thursday, April 10th  is Good Friday, and finally April 12th , we will celebrate the 
Resurrection of the Lord!!  Pastor Jeff will be doing worship on the First Lutheran Church 

Facebook page as well as on our website www.flcwarren.com.    Let’s Celebrate together with Pastor Jeff 
by watching in our homes during the live streams.  Cheri will be having a Facebook Live stream message 
each Sunday at 9:30A.M.  Add her as a friend so you can be live with her or you can watch the recorded 
message which will be added to the First Lutheran Church Facebook page and the website 
(flcwarren.com).  During this time don’t forget to read your Bible or do some devotions and remember 
GOD IS GOOD!  Stay safe and see you soon!! 
 
 

REMINDER: We will not be taking Easter Flower Orders this year. 

http://www.flcwarren.com/


INTERCESSORY PRAYER IN EXCEPTIONAL TIMES 
 

In times of restraint and physical distancing, when the body of Christ cannot meet in one place, we gather 
through the Holy Spirit in our many different places – house, apartment, room – and call out to you.  
 

Give courage and wisdom to national governments and local authorities to enforce public health 
regulations for the welfare of all and increase efforts to stop the spread of the virus that affects every 
human being. Hear our cry, O God,  and listen to our prayer.  
 

Breathe a spirit of love and self-discipline into your church that it continually promote and protect 
regulations and restrictions for the well-being of all. Strengthen our witness to embody examples of 
compassionate self-restraint. Hear our cry, O God, and listen to our prayer.  
 

Heal the sick, strengthen the elderly and vulnerable, protect all from the spread of COVID-19. Hear our cry, 
O God, and listen to our prayer.  
 

Support and protect all health care workers and all who serve the sick and those at high risk of infection. 
We remember in particular refugees and those serving them today. Reinforce all agencies that support 
public health. Hear our cry, O God, and listen to our prayer.  
 

Comfort and uplift those who are alone, isolated, oppressed by solitude and anxiety. Hear our cry, O God, 
and listen to our prayer.  
 

God, have mercy on the whole human family and on your creation, especially hear our specific prayers that 
we now lift to you… Hear our cry, O God, and listen to our prayer.  
 

Fill each and every heart with that trust in your grace that frees us and binds us together in communion in 
the one body of your son, Jesus Christ. Hear our cry, O God, and listen to our prayer.  
 

Send your Holy Spirit. Renew your church in its prayer and in solidarity with all its neighbors. Hear our 
cry, O God, and listen to our prayer.  
 

Remember in your mercy all those who have died and will die today… Hear our cry, O God, and listen to our 
prayer.  
 

Trusting in your great compassion and unconditional promise always to be with us, we pray. Amen. 

 
FIRST LUTHERAN APRIL BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4/17 Addison Ristau 

 Cory Ristau 

4/19 Matt Andersen   

          Cathy Hall 

4/20 Sarah Rice 

 Ava Young 

4/21 Joel Heffner 

 Joe Whipp 

4/22 Megan McGuinness 

 Craig Thomas 

4/23 Aidan Colosimo  

Mary Worley 

4/24 Joe & Heidi Colosimo (21) 

 Isabelle McMonigal 

4/25 Amy Justice 

 Gail Wright 

4/26 Debi Stanford 

4/27 Cheryl Saporito 

4/28 Kevin Hunt 

4/29 Emily Koebley 
 

 4/1 Linda Ross        

 Al Stenstrom                                   

4/2 Cathy Bertch 

4/3 Cheryl Huber 

4/4 Elyse Hedges 

 Michael Check 

4/6 Carolyn Worley 

4/8 Peyton Reist 

4/9 Elaine Crandall 

4/10 Emily Gausman 

4/11 Anthony & Jennifer Tridico (5) 4/12

 Brandi Thomas  

4/13 Andy Beardsley 

4/14 Beth Nelson 

4/15 Brad & Kathy Smith (31) 

 Addison Hecei 

 Emily Hecei  

4/16 Kingston Check 

 Lilee Renninger 

 



 

 

 
 

APRIL SUNDAY SCRIPTURE SCHEDULE 

Online worship: 11:00 am.    Online Sunday’s Cool: 9:30 a.m. 
I would encourage you to open your bible and read the upcoming week’s scripture passages on Wednesday 

in one sitting.  Let them soak into your spirit and reflect on them throughout the week.  Look to see what 

the threads are that connect the readings together.  What themes do you see?  Our regular devotional 

book, Christ in Our Home, has readings on the week’s lectionary readings beginning on Thursday.  – PJ 

 
Palm Sunday – April 5 

Matthew 21:1-11- Jesus enters Jerusalem 

Isaiah 50:4-9a -The servant of the LORD submits to suffering 

Psalm 31:9-16 - Into your hands, O LORD, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5) 

Philippians 2:5-11 - Humbled to the point of death on a cross 

Matthew 26:14--27:66 - The passion of the Lord 

 
The Resurrection of our Lord – April 12 

Acts 10:34-43 - God raised Jesus on the third day 

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 - This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

Colossians 3:1-4 - Raised with Christ to seek the higher things 

Matthew 28:1-10 - Proclaim the resurrection 

 
2

nd
 Sunday of Easter – April 19 

Acts 2:14a, 22-32 - Christ’s resurrection: the fulfillment of God’s promise to David 

Psalm 16 - In your presence there is fullness of joy. (Ps. 16:11) 

1 Peter 1:3-9 - New birth to a living hope through the resurrection 

John 20:19-31 - Beholding the wounds of the risen Christ 

 
3

rd
 Sunday of Easter – April 26 

Acts 2:14a, 36-41 - Receiving God’s promise through baptism 

Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 - I will call on the name of the LORD. (Ps. 116:13) 

1 Peter 1:17-23 - Born anew through the living word of God 

Luke 24:13-35 - Eating with the risen Christ 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-4-5/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-4-5/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-4-5/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-4-5/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-4-5/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-4-12/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-4-12/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-4-12/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-4-12/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-4-19/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-4-19/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-4-19/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-4-19/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-4-26/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-4-26/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-4-26/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-4-26/0


These petitions are offered as guides to prayer for the global, social and 
outreach ministries of the ELCA, as well as for the needs and circumstances 
of our neighbors, communities and world. Thank you for your continued 
prayers for the life and mission of this church.

1 Pray for the physical and spiritual health of our neighbors and siblings in 
Christ coping with the spread of the coronavirus here and around the world. 
Pray that the Spirit of God will work through us to comfort those who are 
grieving the loss of loved ones and neighbors. Pray for physicians, nurses, 
caregivers and others who care for the sick and work to prevent the spread 
of illness; give thanks for people who work to serve our basic daily needs for 
food and maintain public infrastructures and community services.

2 Pray for God’s blessings upon the ELCA’s Arab and Middle Eastern 
Ministries, which serve our neighbors and strengthen the church through 
evangelical outreach, advocacy, social ministry, ecumenical and interfaith 
relations, leadership development and affirming the dignity and worth of 
Arab and Middle Eastern people and their cultures.

3 The season of Lent can seem dark, muted and immersed in thoughts of our 
human weaknesses and failings. But along the way, remember to give thanks 
for the good news and hope found in our journey to the cross and in the life-
giving miracle of Jesus’ resurrection. 

4 Give thanks for bishops, staff, volunteers and leaders who serve in our 
synods across the country. Pray that the Spirit will strengthen and encourage 
them for service in the diverse and challenging contexts to which God has 
called them.

5 Palm Sunday Some people describe our times as post-Christian, an era in 
which Christ has little meaning, influence or relevance. Pray for the Spirit to 
be present and diligent in our lives and in the world, rekindling faith in Jesus 
Christ, the son of God, our Savior, the light and hope for humankind that 
holds true throughout time and changing cultures.

23 Pray for synod leaders who have rescheduled or canceled assemblies 
and for synods that are prayerfully discerning how to best proceed in the 
upcoming weeks and months with concern for the health and well-being of 
leaders, voting members and others. Pray the Spirit will strengthen, guide and 
encourage them in proclaiming the gospel, growing the church, serving our 
neighbor and doing God’s work in an ever-changing world.

24 Ask God to keep us mindful of and responsive to our neighbors who are 
suffering financially, are unemployed or are trying to keep their businesses 
viable as a result of the spread of the coronavirus. Pray that we are aware 
of how our lives and struggles are interwoven with those of others and how 
our health and well-being rely on our shared care, concern, generosity and 
support for one another.

25 Give thanks that God is our ever-present refuge, counsel, comfort and joy. 

26 Pray that we will recognize the presence of Jesus in our daily lives ― at 
home, at work, at church, in relationships, during leisure time and in our 
travels and encounters with strangers.

27 Give thanks for the witness and work of Alberto (Gustavo) Driau, 
regional representative for Argentina and Uruguay; Rachel Ringlaben, 
YAGM country coordinator; and the seven volunteers serving alongside 
our companions in Argentina and Uruguay as part of the Young Adults in 
Global Mission program.

28 Ask God to stir our generosity for supporting the ministries and witness 
of our congregations, synods and churchwide organization.

29 Pray that we will find words to share our faith in Jesus Christ and our 
understanding of Scripture with one another and the world, while also 
trusting that the Holy Spirit works to deepen our faith and enrich our 
knowledge of God’s word and ways.

30 Ask God to help us see and attend to people who are unseen, forgotten, 
underserved or ignored in our congregations, communities and society ― 
elders who are homebound; people who are quiet, incarcerated, homeless or 
mentally ill; and people living in shelters, care facilities and group homes.

PRAYER VENTURES
APRIL 2020

This resource may be copied and shared among members and friends of 
the congregations of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 
Contact info@elca.org for additional information. Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America, 8765 W. Higgins Road, Chicago, IL 60631-4101. 
Telephone: 800-638-3522, ext. 2458.



6 “How precious is your steadfast love, O God!” Give thanks and praise for 
God’s love and mercy washing over us and providing us refuge.

7 Pray for our congregations and full communion partners responding to the 
impact of the coronavirus and the evolving challenges of caring for spiritual 
and physical needs of members, nurturing community in new ways, serving 
neighbors in need, helping with financial stewardship, and proclaiming the 
hope and good news of Jesus Christ in times of anxiousness and uncertainty.

8 Total Inclusion! Widening the Welcome at ELCA Outdoor Ministries is a 
collaboration between the ELCA churchwide organization and Lutheran 
Outdoor Ministries, the association of camps and retreat centers affiliated 
with the ELCA. Pray that this new program will equip and empower outdoor 
ministry organizations and leaders as they move toward more intentional 
welcome of people who historically have been marginalized in the church 
and society ― especially people of color, people with disabilities and people 
who identify as LGBTQIA+.

9 Remember in prayer all who despair, suffer or long for liberation, love 
and redemption.

10 Good Friday As we tell and retell the story of Jesus’ life, suffering, death 
and resurrection, pray that we will see the cross as a vivid symbol and 
reminder of God’s amazing love for us, a life-giving gift given to us in Jesus 
Christ that is meant to be shared through words, actions and imagery that 
inspire faith today.

11 The living word of God in Jesus Christ breaks through every barrier and 
border, shines light wherever there is darkness and bridges every rift and 
difference in humankind ― real or imagined. Give praise and thanks to God!

12 Easter Sunday This is the day we eagerly anticipated, a day of celebration 
and joyous mystery ― the resurrection of Jesus Christ! Shout praise and 
glory to God for saving us and setting us free to live as children of God and 
share the good news with the world.

13 Give thanks for our church’s long-standing commitment to global mission 
and faithful service alongside global companions, churches and organizations 
as they share the good news of Jesus Christ, care for neighbors in need, work 
for justice and grow the church.

14 Look up and all around today; notice what is good, life-giving and that 
which inspires hope. Though it may seem difficult, have faith and proclaim, 
“This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.”

15 Give thanks for the volunteers of all ages who are vital to our mission and 
work in the world and who share their diverse gifts, interests and abilities 
in congregations, volunteer corps, camps and retreat centers, ELCA Global 
Mission, ELCA Mission Builders, Lutheran Disaster Response, Lutheran social 
ministry organizations and however else they feel called to serve.

16 Having received a new life and identity in Christ, we ask God to help us 
recognize and focus on what God considers to be important, good and true.

17 Remember in prayer ELCA missionaries serving alongside the Evangelical 
Church of the Augsburg Confession in the Slovak Republic in ministries of 
education, leadership development and parish life.

18 Give thanks for our church’s history of hospitality and concern for refugees 
and immigrants. Pray for the 60 million displaced people in the world and ask 
God to equip and embolden us to advocate on their behalf and welcome them, 
in partnership with Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service, the Lutheran 
World Federation and companion churches in other countries.

19 Earth Day Sunday Praise God for this wondrous creation! Give thanks 
for how our church embraces our responsibility to care for God’s creation 
through stewardship, education, advocacy and urging one another to 
take personal and institutional responsibility. Pray that the partnerships 
and collaborations of the ELCA will produce far-reaching results through 
ecoAmerica’s Blessed Tomorrow program, Creation Justice Ministries, 
Lutherans Restoring Creation and other networks focused on engaging the 
church and society in the care and stewardship of creation. 

20 Ask for God’s grace and forgiveness when questions and doubts 
undermine our joy in the good news of Jesus Christ. Give thanks that God 
meets our uncertainty with the same patience and love shown to the disciple 
Thomas when he needed reassurance that Jesus was the Son of God, the true 
Messiah and Savior of the world.

21 Every nation has been affected by the far-reaching impacts and loss of life 
from the coronavirus pandemic. Pray for all countries and for cooperation 
between nations, our global siblings in Christ, and especially for the health and 
care of those who are most vulnerable ― elders, people of all ages with severe 
chronic conditions, and those who suffer poverty and lack of medical care. 

22 Earth Day Rejoice in God’s astonishing handiwork of creation; praise God’s 
life-giving power and might revealed in the smallest microbe and the infinite 
mysteries of the universe. Pray that we will demonstrate wisdom, appreciation 
and respect for nature and all that God has entrusted to our care and use.  


