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Hello, church family!
We are into the season of Lent throughout March and I want to share this
with you from a resource we use called Sundays and Seasons: “Let the same
mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,” (Phil. 2:5). It is to this Easter Sunday
text, a vision of disciples remade in the mind of Christ, that all of Lent builds. The season of baptismal
preparation (the original purpose of the Lenten season) provides a rich palette of biblical texts in which
the people of God both strive and fail to live faithfully into the mind of Christ. Yet, the grace of God
provides a never-ending spring of encouragement. From the contrasting prayers of the hypocrites and
those who pray in secret, through the amazing but flawed faithfulness of Abraham and Sarah, to the overenthusiastic woman at the well and the reticent parents of the one given sight, we see Sunday by Sunday
just how complicated and difficult it is to cultivate and live into the sacrificial, servant mind of Christ.
At the same time, we see the gift of living waters through our baptism: in these forty days of dry bones
and lack of vision, God points us toward the paschal mystery on the horizon and the saving waters that
await our renewal. Gracious encouragement abounds. Through the God who so loved that world that the
self-emptying Son was given, our hope is encouraged in the living waters of a Samaritan well, in the water
flowing from the rock, in the horn of oil and the mighty outpouring of the Spirit, in mud and washing.
Through a sublime and tightly woven symphony of stories across this season we see God’s ancient people
mirroring our own lives—the hedging of Adam and Eve, laid against the faithfully following Abraham.
Nicodemus comes with bold questions to Jesus but only under the cover and safety of darkness. The
Bethany sisters both accuse and confess Jesus. In all their complexity, these characters despair and hope,
work and wonder, live and die as we ourselves do. And our only real hope is every bit as complex and
mysterious—the waters of baptism toward which the church of the self-emptying Christ moves. They are
waters of death, then life. Of dying, then rising. Of sin swallowed up, then life given and renewed.
Toward the end of Lent, we see Martha confronting our Fountain of Grace: “Lord, if you had been
here . . .” (John 11:21). But isn’t that just the point? Christ was here, is here, all along, and we are too preoccupied, too dried up and deserted in our own self-centeredness to notice. Yet baptismal grace calls us
out of the valley, out of the tomb, out of that final resting place of desperation where our own illconceived agendas have landed us. Sunday after Sunday, the Jesus revealed in these Lenten texts stands
before the tomb of the assembly and calls us back to life. Day after day, the Risen One stands at the tomb
of our defeated lives calling, “Come out!” (John 11:43). Today is a new day in which to “let the same mind
be in you that was in Christ Jesus.”
See you in church!
Shalom,
Pastor Jeff

From Living Lutheran Magazine, January 2020:
7 TIPS FOR DISCUSSING DIFFICULT ISSUES
Bishop Thomas Aiken
The ELCA is a church I am proud to be a member of and proud to serve and lead in as a pastor and
bishop. We aren’t perfect—but what sense does that even make to a Lutheran, and to all Christians who
understand we are both saint and sinner, fully intertwined, until that final day when God will complete
God’s work and bring in the new heavens and new earth? I don’t expect the ELCA to be perfect in order to
belong to it, love it, and respectfully and constructively point out flaws and growing edges—all while
serving it joyfully.
One thing I am glad for—even when it brings consternation to some—is that we don’t duck and
hide when tangible, everyday problems in our world directly intersect with our faith and Christian values.
Whether it’s immigration, the environment, Middle East peace, marginalized people, justice issues, human
sexuality, poverty, sexism, etc., I’m glad for those who are at least genuinely trying to address both the evil
around us and the complex problems our society and church deal with. (See our social statements for
more.) But the best way to address these issues is through that powerful word “love.” Here are some tips
I’ve learned along the way.
You and I don’t know everything.
“For we know only in part, and we prophesy only in part; but when the complete comes, the partial will
come to an end. When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child;
when I became an adult, I put an end to childish ways. For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will
see face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known” (1
Corinthians 13:9-12).
Be curious, not furious.
Having been to a few church basement meetings over the past 12 years as bishop during some controversial
seasons, I can tell you I have seen both the curious Lutheran and the furious Lutheran. Both exist inside me
as well. But being curious is better any day of the week. Curiosity seeks to learn, not to remain ignorant.
The people with whom you argue are made in the image of God—just as you are.
Be careful with your words. I’ve learned that—and have to keep learning it. Words can give life, and words
can kill. Words chosen carefully will draw out more intelligent conversation. As one of my colleagues says
regularly, “Our Lord never said, ‘Be stupid.’”
Hurt and anger are twins.
Keep this in mind when someone (or you) begins to speak loudly. I learned this while teaching the course
“Death, Dying and Grief.” When someone lashes out in anger, beneath that is probably hurt. It may be a
recent hurt; it may be an old one we have never dealt with. Don’t let your anger jag keep you guilty forever
or empower you to get louder and more self-satisfied. Take it to God in prayer; ask God what is going on
inside you. Take your own inventory (flaws and gifts) often, so you can get to know yourself better—you
will be a better communicator in the end. When someone else is yelling, ask yourself, “What has hurt this
person? Can I demonstrate empathy and compassion?”
Be patient.
Patience is already being formed in you, and it helps to know and trust this. The job of the Spirit is to form
Christ in you. And that is happening all the time, thank God! So use this patience in your dialogue with
others. “The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and
self-control” (Galatians 5:22-23).

Truth is many-faceted.
Recognize that when another person has a different viewpoint, there may well be an element of truth in it.
Find it. State it. See how the anxiety goes down and the thinking goes up. And when you are convinced of
your truth, say it in love, not in anger or one-upmanship.
Love trumps everything else.
I don’t mean love as a mushy, innocuous, romantic sentiment. I mean our Lord’s love. Remember, you are
claimed as a child of God, under God’s reign and values. It was Christ, the second person of the Trinity,
whom you were joined to in baptism by the Spirit, and you received his grace, courage and love. You were
grafted onto the church in baptism as well, with all its goodness and all its flaws. And the greatest good in
the church is the power of love. A huge part of the strength of real love is the ability to also say, “I’m sorry, I
made a mistake. I ask your forgiveness. Can we continue to talk and learn together?”
RECONCILING IN CHRIST TASKFORCE UPDATE: AFFIRMATION, BIBLE STUDY
AND RESOURCE, O MY! Once again, thank you for your interest and interaction in this
journey! It is good for us to be working toward inclusion of all people in our community
and beyond. A question was brought up that the taskforce thinks is important to address:
What does it mean to affirm something or someone? In other words, what does “affirmation” mean? After
a lot of discussion, we think this definition works - affirm: to recognize and accept all people for who
they are as a child of God. As we continue our work of welcoming, recognizing and accepting all people
as God’s children, we encourage you to come to our next bible study. This bible study will be offered two
different times on Sunday, March 8 at 9:30 a.m. and Sunday, March 15 12:30 p.m. There has also been
interest in learning more about terms/definitions used to describe expressions in the LGBTQ community.
Toward that end, the taskforce has ordered copies of the “Lutheran introduction to our Lesbian, Gay,
Bisexual, Transgender and Queer Neighbors”. This is an excellent resource to read not just to help us get a
handle on unfamiliar words and meanings, but to help us learn how to truly welcome all people. We hope
that you will take the time to read this excellent booklet. Finally, we want to emphasize once again that
the welcome statement the taskforce is working on will include all people (not just the LGBTQ
community) and will be presented to the congregation for approval before implementing. If you have any
questions, comments or suggestions, please feel free to touch base with a member of the taskforce: Ralph
Farone, John Schwone, Kris Whitaker, Don Reed, Mary Worley, Sally Hawkinson, Sandy Wachter and
Pastor Jeff. Again, thank you for your response and participation and please check the kiosk, bulletin and
newsletter for RIC updates. We hope to see you on the 8th or 15th!
Pastoral Acts:
CELEBRATION OF LIFE SERVICES:
Beverly Johnson, January 31, 2020
Rest eternal, grant them, O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon them.
HISTORY LESSON OF LENT: Though the date of Easter varies, the majority of
the Lenten season occurs during March. In fact, the word Lent comes from the
Anglo-Saxon words lenctentid (meaning “March”) and lencten (meaning “spring”).
The first reference to Lent dates back to 325 AD, in one of the 20 canons decreed
at the council of Nicaea. By the eighth century, Christians started observing Lent,
and a 10th-century monk named Aelfric connected the use of ashes and “the
Lenten fast” to the pre-Easter period. Lent lasts 40 days to represent Jesus’ time in the wilderness, when
he was tempted by the devil. The six Sundays that occur between Ash Wednesday and Easter Sunday
aren’t counted as part of Lent; instead, as the traditional day of worship, they’re considered “mini-Easters.”
SENIOR FELLOWSHIP
Worship with communion begins at 11:00 a.m., and lunch at noon. If you are not on a call list,
please contact Alayna at the church and we will be sure to get you on one for a friendly
reminder each month! See you on Tuesday, March 10th!

GIVING ONLINE AND THROUGH A MOBILE APP! The Give Plus app gives those
who enjoy online banking a way to give their offering. Remember this new option is just
that: an option. If you are comfortable with your current giving practices, great! Keep it
up! And if you would like to explore a new way in giving, then download the app on your
phone or head over to our new website flcwarren.com and go for it!
SPECIAL DATES
• First Sunday in Lent, March 1, 2020
• World Day of Prayer, March 6, 2020
• Second Sunday in Lent, March 8, 2020
• Daylight-Saving Time begins, March 8, 2020
• Third Sunday in Lent, March 15, 2020
• First day of spring, March 19, 2020
• Fourth Sunday in Lent, March 22, 2020
• Fifth Sunday in Lent, March 29, 2020
THE 50-40-10 INITIATIVE through the ELCA is a celebration of inclusion. It
was 50 years ago on November 22, 1970 that the first woman, Elizabeth Platz, was
ordained in a Lutheran Church in America. 40 years ago, Earlean Miller was the
first woman of color to be ordained in a Lutheran church body in the United
States. And 10 years ago the ELCA’s decision to Remove the Barrier to Ordination
for LGBTQU+ individuals was adopted. We, as a church, have come a long way in opening the doors for
people to live and serve fully in ways that God has called them. May we continue to break down barriers
that exclude people and build bridges to include everyone.
Jeff Granger, Emily Hecei, Rose Mary Landon, Katie Bimber, Elaine Crandall, Ralph
Farone, Bob Gregersen, Sally Hawkinson, Keith Hedges, Linda Ross, Sunny Thomas,
and Randy Witmer comprise First Lutheran’s church council this year. Please feel free to
reach out to them with thoughts, questions, suggestions, insights, etc... Through you, they
have been called and elected to be servant leaders – to guide our church family where God is leading us.
We thank them for their service and their leadership!
2019 CONTRIBUTION REPORTS ARE IN THE NARTHEX
LENTEN SERVICES 2020
Again this year, we are teaming up with many city churches who will be hosting our
Tuesday evening Lenten services. Worship will begin at 7:00 p.m. and this year’s theme is:
“Symbols of the Season”. We hope you can join us for Holden Evening Prayer and all
offerings from these services will go to The Crossing. We will also have a fellowship time
following the services which we hope you can attend! Below is a list of dates and locations.
Date

Location

Preacher

Symbol

March 3

First Lutheran

Father Matthew

Lamb

March 10

First Presbyterian

Pastor Jeff

Dove

March 17

St. Joseph RCC

Pastor Larry

Chalice

March 24

Trinity Episcopal

Pastor Rebecca

Crown of Thorns

March 31

St. Paul Lutheran

Father Rick

Fish

STEWARDSHIP WORDS TO LIVE BY: Patrick Henry wrote into his will that if he
had left nothing in terms of worldly riches but had given his heirs a faith in Jesus Christ,
then they were of all people most wealthy. Conversely he added that if he had left them
all the wealth in the world but had not left them a faith in Jesus Christ, they would be of
all people most destitute. C.S. Lewis says: One of the dangers of having a lot of money is that you
may be quite satisfied with the kinds of happiness money can give and so fail to realize your need for God. If everything seems to
come simply by signing checks, you may forget that you are at every moment totally dependent on God.
HUGE THANKS!! We raised $282.87 for the Hope Center in Corry. 100% of this collection
will be going towards the after school programs at the Hope Center. The center will be
having smaller group camps during the summer of 3 days (no overnights). Last year they
provided 500 kids with backpacks and school supplies. Thanks for caring by donating to
this wonderful program. It’s a simple way to have a great impact in our community!
ERIE OTTERS VS LONDON KNIGHTS At Erie Insurance Arena on March 1st at 2pm. To all
Losers, families, or individuals, if you want to come along and have a fun time, please sign-up
in the Narthex. Tickets are priced as Adult (18+)-$12, Students -$10. Need ticket money by
Feb. 24th. We will be leaving the church after service at 12:30pm, so if you want to carpool
meet us then. Come and enjoy some hockey!!
ASSISTED LIVING WORSHIP SERVICES:
1st Monday @ 1:15 – Warren Manor
4th Sunday @ 4:00 – Watson Home
4th Tuesday @ 2:00 – Rouse Suites
This is just one example of our congregation’s outreach into the city. These worship services are able to be
provided because of the generous stewardship of each and every one you! Thank you!
HELPING OUR CHILDREN-EASTER EGG CHALLENGE Please help Social Ministry fill
Easter eggs with coins during Lent to supply needy students at the Warren Elementary Center
with snacks for the last part of the school year. Plastic Easter eggs will be available beginning
the first Sunday in Lent, and our collection will last through Palm Sunday (March 1 – April 5)
Thank you for being part of First Lutheran Church’s commitment to “Helping our Children.”
LOSERS WE CAN DO THIS! WE ARE STRONG! On Thursday, February 27th at
your own home, you will STOP eating at 6pm, go to school, no food just water! At lunch if
the kids are asking why you’re not eating, tell them you are doing the 30 Hour Famine
with your church! Right after school, come directly to church and we will have activities,
crafts, running bingo at Kinzua Nursing Home, and movies to watch until MIDNIGHT! Then we will
finally EAT something light and send you home at 12:30am. If you have any questions, please call Cheri at
723-6450 or 688-0640. Adults, who want to join Cheri in this great event can help with activities and
preparing a light dinner- and thank you! It is always appreciated!!
FIRST LUTHERAN PARTNERED WITH THE LIFE SKILLS CLASS at Warren Area
High School to help assemble care packages for our college kids and military personnel last
Wednesday! They also enjoyed putting welcome packets together as well as filling the
pews with opportunity envelopes and welcome cards! Then they dusted the pews,
assembled shelves for our snack/school supplies program at WAEC and the Women of the ELCA’s Lily
Project (giving clean undergarments to women who have been sexually assaulted), and then colored some
Holiday Meal Easter Cards for April and made some crafts we can take to our homebound folks! They
loved it!! Thanks to all who brought in goodies for the care packages and to the Social Ministry committee
for setting up! And special thanks to the awesome students who helped us out so much!! What a
great outreach and partnership!

MISSION TRIP Interested in participating in this year’s mission trip but were unable
to attend the organizational meeting? Here are the plans so far. This year’s mission trip
is scheduled for August 2 – 8. We are still deciding where we will be going, but are
leaning towards working on outdoor projects in either Indiana or Michigan. Our next meeting, which
will be our commitment meeting, is scheduled for Sunday, March 8th after the 11:00 worship
service. Want more details? Contact Lisa Royek, Colleen Witmer or Pastor Jeff.
FIRST LUTHERAN EASTER CANDY SALES ARE HERE! Again this year, our mission
trippers will be selling Easter Candy after worship. We have again teamed up with
Gertrude Hawk to provide great chocolate treats for you and your loved ones and support
our efforts to be Christ’s hands and feet. We will have a table set up in the narthex starting today so that
you can place your order. The last day to order candy (please make your payment when you order and
make any checks out to “First Lutheran Church”) will be Sunday, Mar. 1st. Thanks for your support!
FIRST LUTHERAN MARCH BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
3/1

3/2

3/3
3/4
3/5
3/6
3/7
3/8

3/9
3/11
3/12

3/13
3/14
3/15

Alan Royek
Sarah Stewart
Eunice Herrington
Tim Huber
Justin Justice
Lyndsey Royek
Trina Campbell
Kyle Labowski
Gerald Lyon
Kris Campbell
Caitlin Flannery
Connor Hecei
Jen Koebley
Nancy Parker
Aidan Flannery
Allison Koebley
Zack Ballard
Madelyn Rodgers
Carol Shaffer
Mike Wachter
Max Enos
Barb Olsen
Chris Donaldson
Keith & Cathy Bertch (34)

3/17
3/18
3/19
3/20

3/21
3/22
3/24
3/25
3/26
3/27

3/28
3/29
3/31

Sarah Lyon
Kris Whitaker
Bonnie Abplanalp
Jeff Granger
Loren Ferrie
Karen Schumacher
Gary & Sue Candreia (27)
Lori Howard
Liam Stevenson
Branden Rowland
Krystal Rowland
Beth Vierra
Alana Marcinko
Kyle & Alayna Robb (3)
Alex Johnson
Adrianne Hunt
Elizabeth Koebley
Jim & Amy Justice (21)
Jordan Baughman
Peter Gunther
Bonnie Gray
Tom Schultz
Annie Royek

TAP MAY BE OVER FOR THE YEAR, BUT NOT SUNDAY’S COOL! We have 3 more
months of Sunday’s Cool. It’s NEVER too late to come and join us! All children from 3 years
old-12th grade meet in the Narthex at 9:25a.m. We start the morning off with Doris playing
her guitar as our beautiful voices sing along to a couple songs. Then we break off into our
classes to learn God’s love until 10:30a.m. There is also an Adult Sunday School in the Hansen Parlor from
9:25-10:30a.m. So, come and grow in your faith and learn more deeply about how much God LOVES us!
FEBRUARY 2020 COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
*Motion was approved for new leather stoppers for pipe organ.
*Council is continuing to update our constitution.

SERVING SCHEDULE
Ushers: (8AM) John Hyde, Bob Buerkle, Andy Beardsley, Craig Whitaker
(11AM) Jim Rapp, Phil Howard, Mark Simpson, Joe Whipp, Mike Wachter, Tim Huber
Altar Guild: (8AM) Jane Beardsley, Denice Bleech
(11AM) Mary Donaldson, Elsa Redding, Penny Lester
GREETERS- 8:00AM
3/1
Andy Beardsley
3/8
Diane Stenstrom
3/15 Craig & Kris Whitaker
3/22 Debbie Backhus
3/29 Don & Kate Reed

11:00AM
Sue Reinke
Karen Schumacher
Cathy Southwell
Romaine Stanton/Elsa Redding
Sunny & Siby Thomas

VISITOR GREETERS
3/1
Andy & Jane Beardsley
3/8
Randy & Sandy Britton
3/15
3/22 Bonnie Miller
3/29 Andy & Jane Beardsley

Phil Howard
Charlie Merroth
Jim Rapp
Velma Zock
Rita Hawk

ACOLYTES
3/1
3/8
3/15
3/22
3/29

Addison Ristau/Lydia Renninger
Lily Downey/Izzy McMonigal
Isabella Knupp/Addison Hecei
Kohl Feeny/Trenton Downey
Brianna Brooks/Krystal Rowland

ASSISTING MINISTERS
3/1
Barb Kersey
3/8
Lori Nowacki
3/15 Kris Whitaker
3/22 Roger Tubbs
3/29 Randy Britton

Keith Hedges
Joan Griesbach
Linda Ross
Cathy Southwell
Donna Trubic

CANTORS
3/1
Anne Benson
3/8
Carolyn Worley
3/15 Anne Benson
3/22 Carolyn Worley
3/29 Anne Benson

Brenda Hunter
Donna Trubic
Bob Engstrom
Carolyn Worley
Colleen Witmer

NURSERY
3/1
Shelly Ristau/Stephanie Rowland
3/8
Sherrie & Shane Flannery
3/15 Bonnie Abplanalp/Krystal Rowland
3/22 Diane Stenstrom/Rachal Rowland
3/29 Denise & Joe Whipp
ALTAR FLOWERS FOR 2020!
These are dates you can purchase flowers for this year:
March 8, 22, 29
April 19 (2 vases)
May 31
July 5, 26
August 9, 16
October 11 (2 vases)
November 8, 22, 29
Call Kris Whitaker (726-2843) or email whitakerc@verizon.net to place an order.

THANK YOU to all of the TAP helpers and volunteers! You hear this over and over again, “If
it wasn’t for your caring thoughts and helping hands, TAP wouldn’t have happened.” But it’s
so true, GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS!! Also, thanks to the children who attended, it’s great
to having you in the TAP family and sharing God’s love with all of you. Even thou TAP has
ended for the year, keep spreading your Love and Respect. See you all again in September.
VBS is just around the corner!! Save the dates Sunday, July 19th – Thursday, July 23rd. This
year FLC will be hosting the 2020 Community VBS! We will be exploring the Rocky Railway:
Jesus’ Power Pulls Us Through. Soon the community churchs will be scheduling monthly
meetings to make plans on having a powerful VBS. If your interested in attending these
meeting please contact Cheri at 723-6450.

MARCH SUNDAY SCRIPTURE SCHEDULE
Worship: 8:00 am and 11:00 am. Sunday’s Cool: 9:31 a.m.
I would encourage you to open your bible and read the upcoming week’s scripture passages on Wednesday
in one sitting. Let them soak into your spirit and reflect on them throughout the week. Look to see what
the threads are that connect the readings together. What themes do you see? Our regular devotional book,
Christ in Our Home, has readings on the week’s lectionary readings beginning on Thursday. – PJ
Lent 1
Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 Eating of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil
Psalm 32 Mercy embraces those who trust in the LORD. (Ps. 32:10)
Romans 5:12-19 Death came through one; life comes through one
Matthew 4:1-11 The temptation of Jesus in the wilderness for forty days
Lent 2
Genesis 12:1-4a The blessing of God upon Abram
Psalm 121 I lift up my eyes to the hills; my help comes from the LORD. (Ps. 121:1, 2)
Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 The promise to those who share Abraham’s faith
John 3:1-17 The mission of Christ: to save the world
Lent 3
Exodus 17:1-7 Water from the rock in the wilderness
Psalm 95 Let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation. (Ps. 95:1)
Romans 5:1-11 Reconciled to God by Christ’s death
John 4:5-42 Baptismal image: the woman at the well
Lent 4
1 Samuel 16:1-13 David is chosen and anointed
Psalm 23 You anoint my head with oil. (Ps. 23:5)
Ephesians 5:8-14 Awake from sleep, live as children of light
John 9:1-41 Baptismal image: the man born blind
Lent 5
Ezekiel 37:1-14 The dry bones of Israel brought to life
Psalm 130 I wait for you, O LORD; in your word is my hope. (Ps. 130:5)
Romans 8:6-11 Life in the Spirit
John 11:1-45 Baptismal image: the raising of Lazarus

March 2020
1pm Youth
Connection (OFH)

6pm PiYo (OFH)
6:30pm Narcotics Anon. (NA)
(Youth Room)

Sun

Mon

5:15pm Grief Yoga (2nd)
6pm PiYo (OFH)

Tue

Wed

1
8am Worship Service
9:31am Sunday’s Cool
11am Worship Service
12:30pm Erie Otters
Game

2
1:15pm Warren
Manor Service
4pm Summer Music
6:30 pm Witness (HP)
7pm Music Boosters

3
7pm Lent Service @
First Lutheran

4
9am Workshop (OFH)
NOON Bible Study (HP)
5:15pm Bells
7:15pm Senior Choir

8
8am Worship Service
9:30am RIC Bible Study
9:31am Sunday’s Cool
11am Worship Service
12:15pm Mission Trip
Meeting

9
6:30pm Stewardship
(office)

10

11am Senior
Fellowship
2pm Social
Ministry (HP)
7pm Lent Service @
First Presby

15
8am Worship Service
9:31am Sunday’s Cool
11am Worship Service
12:30pm RIC Bible
Study

16
6pm Christian Ed
7pm Council (HP)

22
8am Worship Service
9:31am Sunday’s Cool
11am Worship Service
4pm Watson Home
Worship
29
8am Worship Service
9:31am Sunday’s Cool
11am Worship Service

10am PiYo (OFH)
5:00pm Cheer (OFH)

7pm NA

Thu
5
10am Prayer Shawl
(HP)
6:30pm Warren Art
League (NH)

6:30pm NA

Fri

Sat

6

7

11
12
9am Workshop (OFH)
10am Prayer Shawl
NOON Bible Study (HP) (HP)
5:15pm Bells
7:15pm Senior Choir

13

14

17
7pm Lent Service @
St. Joe’s

18
19
9am Workshop (OFH)
10am Prayer Shawl
NOON Bible Study (HP) (HP)
PRODUCE
5:15pm Bells
EXPRESS
7:15pm Senior Choir

20
6pm Young Adults
Ministry Meeting

21

23
1pm Joan Nabert (NH)
7pm W&M (HP)
7pm Genealogy (NH)

24
2pm Rouse Suites
Worship
7pm Lent Service @
Trinity Memorial

25
9am Workshop (OFH)
NOON Bible Study (HP)
5:15pm Bells
7:15pm Senior Choir

30

31
7pm Lent Service @
St. Paul

26
27
10am Prayer Shawl
(HP)
6:30pm Stephen Ministry

28
NOON—3PM
Women ELCA
SOAP Project

26 Remember in prayer congregations and communities that are preparing
for spring and summer storms and living with the uncertainty of what this
year will bring. Pray that God will protect them, equip them to respond and
calm their anxiety.
27 Praise God for spring and its abundant signs of new life, which prompt us
to remember the good things God has given us to tend, share and use.
28 Pray that, as “children of light,” we will grow in our understanding of
what pleases God ― lives full of light and shining with everything that is
good, right and true.
29 Ask God to help us trust that our actions, words, witness, relationships
and service can and will accomplish wonderful and sometimes miraculous
things in the world. Pray that, in all we do, we will act with humility so that
our lives point not to our own abilities and accomplishments but to the
power and love of God.
30 Ask God’s forgiveness for the times when, turning our attention to the
breaking news of the day, we forget the masses of refugees in the world.
Pray that, through our prayers, generosity, compassion and advocacy, we will
be inseparably bound to those refugees who, displaced from their homes and
communities, yearn to be welcome, respected, safe and settled.
31 Remember in prayer those congregations, synods, leaders and churchwide
staff preparing for synod assemblies this year. Pray that the Spirit will
guide and inspire their plans for the sake of doing God’s work in the world,
spreading the good news of Christ and growing the church.

PRAYER VENTURES
MARCH 2020

These petitions are offered as guides to prayer for the global, social and
outreach ministries of the ELCA, as well as for the needs and circumstances
of our neighbors, communities and world. Thank you for your continued
prayers for the life and mission of this church.
1 First Sunday in Lent During the 40 days of Lent we recall how Jesus, the
Son of God, withstood temptations even in a weakened state. Pray that we
will find confidence and courage through faith in Jesus and will draw on the
strength of God to endure the temptations and distractions of daily life.
2 Give thanks for the contributions and impact of women of all ages and
abilities who shape our society and communities, share their faith and
wisdom, serve our neighbors in need and respond to God’s call to serve as
lay and rostered leaders in our congregations and church.
3 Give thanks for the witness and work of the Rev. Lancelot Themba Mkhabela
and Kwena Mkhabela, regional representatives for Madagascar, West Africa
and Central Africa; the Rev. Kirsten Laderach, YAGM country coordinator for
Madagascar; and the seven volunteers serving alongside our companions in
that country as part of the Young Adults in Global Mission program.
4 Be glad and shout for joy! Trust in God’s love and mercy, which strengthen
and preserve us in our every need and circumstance.
5 Pray that during Lent we will carve out time in our busy lives to pause
and reflect on our faith, our baptismal journeys and the life and suffering
of Christ, who sacrificed himself for us that we might enjoy a new life,
reconciled to God and full of love, mercy, hope and a spirit of service.
6 Give thanks for the gift of grace we have in Jesus Christ, which sets us free
to live our faith with boldness and to serve our neighbor.

This resource may be copied and shared among members and friends of
the congregations of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.
Contact info@elca.org for additional information. Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America, 8765 W. Higgins Road, Chicago, IL 60631-4101.
Telephone: 800-638-3522, ext. 2458.

7 Pray for peace, reconciliation and healing in the world wherever there is
conflict or war, especially in Iran, Iraq, Syria, Afghanistan and parts of Africa.
Ask that the Spirit of God will guide and inspire political leaders, diplomats
and mediators, soldiers and peacekeeping forces to be persistent and unified
in seeking peaceful, just and compassionate solutions and treaties.

8 Talk with God. Ask your questions even though some feel deep and
perplexing, and trust that God will listen and respond as a loving,
concerned parent.
9 Thank God for our special relationship with the United Church of Christ,
a full communion partner with the ELCA since 1997; pray for the church, its
diverse ministries and its members and leaders; and pray that together we
will find mutual support, new partnerships and new resources for the work
of sharing the gospel and serving our neighbor.
10 Harriet Tubman (1822-1913) and Sojourner Truth (1797-1883) were born
into slavery but emboldened by their convictions of justice, equality, faith
and concern for others to fight against slavery and to advocate for women’s
rights. Ask God to grant us a similar boldness to live our faith and serve our
neighbors who suffer injustice, poverty, oppression and hunger.
11 Throughout Lent, remember and give thanks that God is our ready source
of help, protection, strength and life.
12 Ask for God’s wisdom and creativity in developing our congregations
as communities of faith where people discover a sense of belonging, feel
grounded in the word of God and the sacraments, find opportunities for faithcentered learning and service, and know they are connected to the greater
body of Christ.
13 Praise God for the undeserved and unearned gifts of mercy and grace
given to us and our ancestors of faith. Pray that the Spirit will fill us with the
words, thoughts and images needed to tell others about God’s promises and
activity throughout history and especially today.
14 Lift up prayers of concern and support for people and communities
affected by the widespread destruction caused by wildfires in Australia.
Pray for the thousands of people displaced from their homes, for volunteer
firefighters and relief workers, for the healing of nature and for the response
efforts of the Lutheran Church of Australia, local congregations and
Lutheran Disaster Response.
15 Pray that we will be inspired by the story of the Samaritan woman talking
with Jesus at the well and will share with others ― without bias or judgment
― the good news of Jesus Christ, Savior of the world.
16 Give thanks for the service and witness of the Rev. Zachary Courter and
Rev. Rachel Eskesen, YAGM country coordinators for Hungary, and the eight
volunteers serving alongside our companions in Hungary and Serbia as part
of the Young Adults in Global Mission program.

17 As Moses and the Israelites called out in the wilderness for the
reassurance of God’s presence and attention, we, too, long for reminders and
signs of God’s activity, love and mercy in our daily lives. Pray that the Spirit
will open our hearts and minds to God’s presence and that we will be eager
partners in God’s work in the world ― wherever it leads us.
18 Pray for people who are grieving the loss of a loved one or a member
of their community. Ask God to help us be present with them through
our empathy, care, support and faith; ask the Holy Spirit to help us
kindle comfort, hope and peace when the fragility and brevity of life feel
overwhelming.
19 Give thanks for the ELCA Lay Schools for Ministry network and the Select
Learning program, partner ministries that equip us for our baptismal vocations
and create opportunities for lifelong learning, sharing multigenerational stories
of faith and nurturing biblical and theological literacy.
20 God is good and great and the creator of all that exists. Sing praises to
the Lord and make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation.
21 Praise God that we will be changed inside and out by God’s love “poured
into our hearts through the Holy Spirit.” Pray that the love and reconciliation
we have received from God through Jesus Christ will transform us to be
passionate witnesses, disciples and bearers of the gospel for all who long for
good news and hope.
22 Give thanks that God equips us and uses our unique abilities and gifts to
care for the physical and spiritual needs of our neighbor. Ask God to grant
us courage, patience and confidence in the gospel when we experience
resistance, anger or condemnation in response to our advocacy and acts of
compassion and justice.
23 Pray that our church’s understanding of the theology and practice of
accompaniment will deepen as we walk together with Lutheran, ecumenical
and interfaith sisters and brothers around the world.
24 Óscar Arnulfo Romero (1917-1980), bishop of El Salvador Bishop
Romero was assassinated for his courageous, gospel-driven work and his
advocacy for human dignity, social justice and the rights of the poor and
marginalized. Give thanks for his witness and impact and for those in the
church and society who continue to fight for justice and the interests of
people in Central America.
25 In Jesus Christ we have a loving shepherd and a guiding light who
walks with us in the dark moments and places of our lives. Give praise
and thanks to God!

